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Many things we need can wait.  The child cannot. Now is the time his bones are formed, his mind developed. 

To him we cannot say tomorrow, his name is today". 

Gabriela Mistral 

 

 

Rationale 

We believe that our language arts program should prepare students to become lifelong learners that love reading and writing.  The purpose of our 
curriculum is to engage children in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing for pleasure, for information and to construct knowledge, to require 
personal and critical responses and to seek to create a community of technological learners who can be engaged in their learning now and for the future. 
Students are exposed to authentic literature and high quality authors that challenge them to make predictions, expand their vocabulary, reference schema, 
improve questioning techniques and draw conclusions from multiple literary formats.  Students demonstrate their understanding of language by responding 
to text in a variety of ways and using technology to help them think and represent their thoughts.  The integration of Listening, Speaking,, reading, writing, 
and viewing supports the holistic approach to instruction and is enacted in part through thematic units of instruction, through the practices of a balanced 
and comprehensive literacy approach, and through direct instruction as fostered through the reading series. Further, all learners actively compose, extend, 
and revise text as readers, writers, listeners, speakers, and viewers. 

 Language arts literacy in the elementary and middle grades is critical if our learners are to become active, responsible citizens who hold 
meaningful and productive jobs and contribute to the welfare of the community.  Language arts education is vital to the maintenance and growth of our 
nation’s economic and technical competitiveness and to maintaining our status in the global marketplace. 
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Anchor Standards 

 
Anchor Standards for Reading 
 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
 
Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.* 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
 
Anchor Standards in Writing 
 
Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
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Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information 
while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
Anchor Standards for Language 
 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 



5 
 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and 
consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at 
the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to 
comprehension or expression. 
 
 
Educational Goals 
 
Reading K-4 
To build a foundation for our students, our curriculum offers opportunities to read widely and deeply from among a broad range of high-quality, 
increasingly challenging literary and informational texts. Through extensive reading of stories, dramas, poems, and myths from diverse cultures and 
different time periods, students gain literary and cultural knowledge as well as familiarity with various text structures and elements. By reading texts in 
history/social studies, science, and other disciplines, students build a foundation of knowledge in these fields that will also give them the background to be 
better readers in all content areas. 
 
Writing K-4 
To build a foundation for our students who need to learn to use writing as a way of offering and supporting opinions, demonstrating understanding of the 
subjects they are studying, and conveying real and imagined experiences and events. Our students learn to appreciate that a key purpose of writing is to 
communicate clearly to an external, sometimes unfamiliar audience, and they begin to adapt the form and content of their writing to accomplish a 
particular task and purpose. Our students develop the capacity to build knowledge on a subject through research projects and to respond analytically to 
literary and informational sources. 
 
 
Speaking and Listening K-4 
To build a foundation for students with our curriculum offers ample opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, structured conversations—as part of a 
whole class, in small groups, and with a partner. Being productive members of these conversations requires that students contribute accurate, relevant 
information, respond to and develop what others have said, make contrasts and comparisons, and analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in various 
domains. 
 
Reading 5-8 
To prepare our students for 21st century learning and challenges, our curriculum provides for opportunities for our  students to grapple with works of 
exceptional craft and thought whose range extends across genres, cultures, and centuries. Such works offer profound insights into the human condition and 
serve as models for students’ own thinking and writing. Along with high-quality contemporary works, these texts should be chosen from among seminal 
U.S. documents, the classics of American literature, and the timeless dramas of Shakespeare. Through wide and deep reading of literature and literary 
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nonfiction of steadily increasing sophistication, students gain a reservoir of literary and cultural knowledge, references, and images, the ability to evaluate 
intricate arguments, and the capacity to surmount the challenges posed by complex texts. 
 
Writing 5-8 
For students, writing is a key means of asserting and defending claims, showing what they know about a subject, and conveying what they have 
experienced, imagined, thought, and felt. To be college- and career-ready writers, students must take task, purpose, and audience into careful 
consideration, choosing words, information, structures, and formats deliberately. Our students need to know how to combine elements of different kinds of 
writing—for example, to use narrative strategies within argument and explanation within narrative— to produce complex and nuanced writing. They need 
to be writing. Our students have to become adept at gathering information, evaluating sources, and citing material accurately, reporting findings from their 
research and analysis of sources in a clear and cogent manner. Our students must have the flexibility, concentration, and fluency to produce high-quality 
first draft text under a tight deadline as well as the capacity to revisit and make improvements to a piece of writing over multiple drafts when 
circumstances encourage or require it. 
 
Speaking and Listening 5-8 
To prepare our students for 21st century learning and challenges, our curriculum provides for ample opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, 
structured conversations—as part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a partner—built around important content in various domains. Our students 
must be able to contribute appropriately to these conversations, to contrasts and make comparisons, and to analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in 
accordance with the standards of evidence appropriate to a particular discipline. Whatever their intended future, Ogdensburg school graduates will depend 
heavily on their ability to listen attentively to others so that they are able to build on others’ meritorious ideas while expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 
 
Language 5-8 
To prepare our students for 21st century learning and challenges our curriculum provides for firm control over the conventions of Standard English. At the 
same time, students must come to appreciate that language is at least as much a matter of craft as of rules and be able to choose words, syntax, and 
punctuation to express themselves and achieve particular functions and rhetorical effects. Our students must also have extensive vocabularies built through 
reading and study, enabling them to comprehend complex texts and engage in purposeful writing about and conversations around content. Our students 
need to become skilled in determining or clarifying the meaning of words and phrases they encounter, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies to aid 
them. Our students must learn to see an individual word as part of a network of other words—words, for example, that have similar denotations but 
different connotations. The inclusion of language standards in our own strand should not be taken as an indication that skills related to conventions, 
effective language use, and vocabulary are unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they are inseparable from such contexts. 
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Instructional Objectives 
 

Ø Understanding will be actively constructed through individual and social processes. 

Ø Integrate technology into classroom lessons and experiences. 

Ø Engage students in discussions about language arts and literacy. 

Ø Provide activities that investigate and analyze questions. 

Ø Use activities designed to use process skills in context. 

Ø Implement inquiry as instructional strategies, abilities, and ideas to be learned. 

Ø Use activities designed to foster cognitive development, promote independence, and foster critical thinking skills. 

Ø Provide activities that require the use of multiple process skills – manipulations, cognitive, and procedural. 

Ø Provide learning activities that include performance tasks and require communication of scientific explanations. 

Ø Use hands-on activities that actively engage students. 
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Kindergarten Curriculum 

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  K Unit Title: Friendly Faces Unit 1 
21st  Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We see all kinds of people each day. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 2.  The impact of a text on a reader is influenced 
by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 
text. 
Essential Questions: 1. How can I find the most important ideas in a selection? 2. What clues tell me how a character feels? 3. How do the parts of a story work 
together? 4. How can photographs help me better understand a selection? 5. Why is the order in which things happen in a story important? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Phonemic 
Awareness/Phonics 

Writing/ Grammar Concepts of Print 
 

Skill 
Main Ideas 
Understanding Characters 
Story Structure  
Text and Graphic Features 
Sequence of Events 
 
 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 
Monitor/Clarify 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Question 
 

Listening and Speaking 
Share Ideas  
Ask Questions 
Identify Media 
 

Phonemic Awareness 
Rhyming Words 
Single Sounds  
Beginning Sounds 
Words in Oral Sentences 
 
Letter Names  
Letter Focus: Aa, Bb, Cc, Dd, 
Ee, Ff, Gg, Hh, Ii, Jj, Kk, Ll, 
Mm, Nn, Oo, Pp, Qq, Rr, Ss, 
Tt, Uu, Vv, Ww, Xx, Yy, Zz 
Phonics:  
Letter/Sound: m, s  
Review: m, s 

Writing Mode  
Writing About Us 
Labels(Names) 
 Captions 
Class Story (Telling Details) 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
 
Grammar Skill:  
Nouns for Places 
Animals and Things 
Action Verbs in Present 
Tense 
 

Directionality: Left to Right 
Punctuation: Period 
Spoken Words to Print  
Letters and Words: First, Last 
Letters,  
Distinguish Letters from 
Words  
Punctuation: Period 
Capitalization: First Word in 
a Sentence 

Assessment - Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

Phonics/Word Study – Orton Gillingham methodology will be used in teaching phonics, spelling, word study and red words. Orton sequence will be used until 
mastery of the initial sounds. Once these sounds are mastered, order will follow language arts literacy program. 
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Handwriting – Handwriting must be formally taught, monitored and assessed. K-2 will emphasize on correct top to bottom formation of all manuscript letters 
and numbers.  Grades 3-5 will emphasize on correct formation of cursive handwriting and grades 6-8 will maintain level of handwriting throughout subjects and 
grade levels. 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  K Unit Title:  Show and Tell    Unit 2 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Books help us learn new things. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 2.  The impact of a text on a reader is influenced 
by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 
text 
Essential Questions:  1. How are the five senses the same and different?  2. How can I learn about the characters in a story?  3. How can details help me 
understand a selection?  4. What can I learn from the pictures in a selection?  5. How do the parts of a story work together? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Phonemic 
Awareness/Phonics 

Writing/ Grammar Concepts of Print 
 

Skill 
Compare and Contrast 
Details 
Text and Graphic Features 
Story Structure 
 
Strategy 
Monitor/Clarify 
Visualize 
Question 
 Summarize 

Listening and Speaking 
Share Information and Ideas 

Phonemic Awareness 
Blend Onset and Rime 
Segment Onset and Rime 
Blend Phonemes 
 
Phonics  
Letter/Sound: Short a  
 

Writing Mode  
Use Descriptive Words  
Write to Describe  
 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice 
Grammar Skill 
 
Adjectives for Colors 
Adjectives for Numbers 
Adjectives for Size and Shape 

Capitalization: First Word in 
a Sentence 
 
Punctuation: Period 
 
Identify  Role of  Author, 
Illustrator  
 
Using a Chart  
Using Pictures and Text 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  K Unit Title: Outside My Door   Unit 3 
21st  Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  There is so much to see outside. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face. It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 2. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways. 3. The 
impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.4. A good story has a pattern or plan. 5. Good readers employ strategies to help them 
understand text. 
Essential Questions: 1. How are the months of the year the same and different? What clues help me figure out things the author does not tell me? Why do 
authors write informational texts? What causes events in a story to happen? Why is it important to know what happens first, next, and last in a selection? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Phonemic 
Awareness/Phonics 

Writing/ Grammar Concepts of Print 
 

Skill 
Compare and Contrast 
Conclusions 
Author's Purpose 
Cause and Effect 
Sequence of Events 
 
Strategy 
Question 
Monitor/Clarify 
Visualize 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Infer/Predict 
 

Listening and Speaking 
Share Information  
Share Ideas 
 

Phonemic Awareness 
Blend Phonemes 
Middle Sound 
 
Phonics 
Letter/Sound: b  
Blending Words 
Blending Review 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Express 
 Story Sequence (Beginning, 
Middle, Ending) 
 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice 
 Ideas 
Organization 
 
Grammar Skill 
Sentence Parts: Subject 
Sentence Parts: Verb 
Complete Sentences (Is it a 
sentence?) 

Capitalization: First Letter of 
a Name  
 
Punctuation: Match Spoken 
Phrases to Print, Quotation 
Marks 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  K Unit Title: Let's Find Out   Unit 4 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It’s fun to explore! 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face. It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 2. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways. 3. The 
impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.4. A good story has a pattern or plan. 5. Good readers employ strategies to help them 
understand text. 
Essential Questions: 1. Why are details helpful? 2. What clues help me figure out things the author does not tell me? 3. How does knowing why the author 
wrote a selection help me? 4. What causes events in a story to happen? 5. Why is it important to know when things happen in a story? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking,, 
& Viewing 

Phonemic 
Awareness/Phonics 

Writing/ Grammar Concepts of Print 
 

Skill 
Details 
  GO: Web Map 
Conclusions 
  GO: Inference Map 
Author's Purpose 
Cause and Effect 
  GO: T- Map 
 Sequence of Events 
  GO: Flow Chart 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Predict Analyze/Evaluate 
Visualize 
Question 

Listening and Speaking 
Share Ideas 
Share Information and Ideas 
Form Questions: Use and 
Respond to Question Words 

Phonemic Awareness Blend 
Phonemes Middle Sound 
Blend Phonemes  
Segment Phonemes 
 
Phonics 
Letter/Sound: Short I  
Blending Words 
Letter/Sound: g  
Letter/Sound: r  
Letter/Sound: d  
Blending Review 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Narrate 
 
Focus Trait 
Organization  
Word Choice 
 
Grammar Skill 
Proper Nouns for People and 
Pets  
Proper Nouns for Places 
Verbs in Past Tense 
Verbs: Past, Present, Future 
 

Parts of a Book  
Role of Author, Illustrator 
Directionality: Left to Right 
Using Pictures and Text 
Poetry 
Parts of a Book: Page   
Numbers 
Punctuation: Period, Question 
Mark, Exclamation Point 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  K Unit Title: Growing and Changing   Unit 5 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Change is all around us. 
Enduring Understandings:   1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 2.  The impact of a text on a reader is influenced 
by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 
text. 
Essential Questions: 1. How do characters change in a story? 2. How do the parts of a story work together? 3. Why is the order of events in a selection 
important? 4. What clues help me figure out things the author does not tell me? 5. How do words and pictures help tell a story? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Phonemic 
Awareness/Phonics 

Writing/ Grammar Concepts of Print 
 

Skill 
Understanding Characters 
  GO: T-Map 
Story Structure 
  GO: Story Map 
Sequence of Events 
  GO: Flow Chart 
Conclusions 
  GO: Inference Map 
Text and Graphic Features 
  GO: T-Map 
Strategy 
Infer/Predict 
Analyze/Evaluate  
Visualize 
Monitor/Clarify 
Summarize 

Listening and Speaking 
Share Ideas  
Share Information and Ideas 
Gather and Record 
Information 
Record and Publish Research 
 
Extend Through Media 
Literacy 
Identify Media Forms 
Identify Sources 
 

Phonemic Awareness 
Blend and Segment 
Phonemes 
Substitute Phonemes  
 
Phonics  
Letter/Sound: Short o  
Adding –s /s/, /z/ 
Letter/Sound: x, j  
Blending Words 
Letter/Sound: Short e 
Letter/Sound: h , k  
Blending Review 

Writing Mode  
Write to Inform 
Lists: Structure of Numbered 
Lists 
Invitations (Lists, Sentence 
Fluency) 
Report: Dictate Facts 
 
Focus Trait 
Organization 
 Ideas 
 
Grammar Skill 
Pronouns: he, she, we 
Pronouns: they, it, I 
Proper Nouns for Days and 
Months 
Questions 

Directionality: Left to Right 
Role of Author  
Using Graphics 
Types, Functions of Print 
Materials 
Sound Words 
Using Pictures, Text 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  K Unit Title: Look at Us   Unit 6 

21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We are growing up! 

Enduring Understandings:  1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face. It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 2. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways. 3. The 
impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.4. A good story has a pattern or plan. 5. Good readers employ strategies to help them 
understand text. 
Essential Questions: 1. What causes events in a story to happen? 2. How can I compare and contrast things from a story? 3. How do I know what parts of the 
story are important? 4. How can details help me understand a main idea from a selection?  5. What clues tell you what a character is thinking and feeling? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Phonemic 
Awareness/Phonics 

Writing/ Grammar Concepts of Print 
 

Skill 
Cause and Effect 
  GO: T-Map 
Compare and Contrast 
  GO: Venn Diagram 
Story Structure 
  GO: Story Map 
Main Idea and Details 
  GO: Web Map 
Understanding Characters 
  GO: T-Map 
 
Strategy 
Visualize  
Question 
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 
 
 

Listening and Speaking 
Share Ideas 
Share Information and Ideas 
 
Extend Through Media 
Literacy 
Identify Media Forms 
 

Phonemic Awareness 
Substitute Phonemes Track 
Syllables 
 
Phonics 
 Letter/Sound: Short u  
Blending Words 
Letter/Sound: l, w  
Letter/Sound: v, z  
Letter/Sound: y, qu Review 
Short Vowel 

Writing Mode  
Write to Express (Response 
to Literature) 
Sentence Frames: Giving 
Reasons 
Write to Express 
Poems 
Focus Trait 
Voice 
 Ideas 
Organization 
Grammar Skill 
Nouns: Singular and Plural 
Subject-Verb Agreement 
(Past, Present, Future) 
Prepositions: for, to, with  
Prepositions: in, on, up, out 

Types, Functions of Print 
Materials 
Parts of a Book 
Environmental Print  
Role of Authors 
Capitalization: First Letter in 
a Name 
Environmental Print 
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Common Core State Standards - Kindergarten 

READING LITERATURE – KINDERGARTEN 
Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

• RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

• RL.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.K.4. Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 

• RL.K.5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems). 

• RL.K.6. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling the story. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story 
an illustration depicts). 

• RL.K.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.K.9. With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
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• RL.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding 

READING:  INFORMATIONAL TEXT – KINDERGARTEN 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

• RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

• RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.K.4. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 

• RI.K.5. Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 

• RI.K.6. Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, 
or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 

• RI.K.8. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 

• RI.K.9. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, 
descriptions, or procedures). 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
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• RI.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

READING:  FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS – KINDERGARTEN 

Print Concepts 

• RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.  

o Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page. 

o Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of letters. 

o Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. 

o Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

Phonological Awareness 

• RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  

o Recognize and produce rhyming words. 

o Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 

o Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 

o Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) 
words.(This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 

o Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to make new words. 

Phonics and Word Recognition 
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• RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  

o Demonstrate basic knowledge of letter-sound correspondences by producing the primary or most frequent sound for each consonant. 

o Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for the five major vowels. 

o Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does). 

o Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the letters that differ. 

Fluency 

• RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

WRITING – KINDERGARTEN 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing 
about and supply some information about the topic. 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order 
in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.K.4. (Begins in grade 3. 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 
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• W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.K.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite author and express opinions about them). 

• W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 

• W.K.9. (Begins in grade 4. 

Range of Writing 

• W.K.10. (Begins in grade 3. 

SPEAKING & LISTENING – KINDERGARTEN 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and 
larger groups.  

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

o Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

• SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions 
about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood. 

• SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood. 

• Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
• SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail. 
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• SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

• SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

LANGUAGE – KINDERGARTEN 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 

o Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

o Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 

o Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 

o Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 

o Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

• L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I. 

o Recognize and name end punctuation. 

o Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 

o Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 
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Knowledge of Language 

• L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten reading and content. 

o Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck). 

o Use the most frequently occurring inflections and affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word. 

• L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

o Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent. 

o Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites (antonyms). 

o Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at school that are colorful). 

o Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings. 

• L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts. 
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First Grade - Curriculum  

 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  1 Theme 1:  Around the Neighborhood 
21st  Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Everyone can be a good neighbor. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 2.  The impact of a text on a reader is influenced 
by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 
text. 
Essential Questions: 1. What is important about being a friend? 2. What clues tell me how a character feels? 3. Why is the order of story events important? 
 4. What important clues do words and pictures give? 5. How does the setting make a story interesting? 
 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Main Idea 
Understanding characters 
Sequence of events 
Text and graphics 
Story Structure 
 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 
Monitor/Clarify 
Question 
Analyze/Evaluate 
 

Listen for enjoyment 
Raise your hand 
Discussion – taking turns 
Listen and respond 
 

Classification/Categorization of 
Words: Actions 
Content Clues 
Multiple Meaning Words 
Alphabetical Order 
Antonyms 

Writing Mode  
Writing About Us:  
Labels  
Captions  
Sentences 
Class Story 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Word Choice 

Words that Name  
People  
Animals  
Places 
Things 
 
Action Verbs 
Words that Show Action  
 
Adjectives 
Size 
Shape 
Color  
Number 

Assessment – Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

Phonics/Word Study – Orton Gillingham methodology will be used in teaching phonics, spelling, word study, and red words. Orton sequence will be used until 
mastery of the initial sounds. Once these sounds are mastered, order will follow language arts literacy program. 



22 
 

Handwriting – Handwriting must be formally taught, monitored and assessed. K-2 will emphasize on correct top to bottom formation of all manuscript letters 
and numbers.  Grades 3-5 will emphasize on correct formation of cursive handwriting and grades 6-8 will maintain level of handwriting throughout subjects and 
grade levels. 
 
 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  1 Theme 2:  Sharing Time 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We all have something to share. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning. 2. Different types of texts have different structures. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 3. The impact of a 
text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience. 4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
 
Essential Questions:  1. What lessons can you learn from story characters?  2.  How do animals communicate? 3. Why is the order of story events important?  
4. How do words and pictures help tell a story?  
 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Understanding Characters 
Details 
Sequence of Events 
Text and Graphic Features 
Story Structure 
 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Question 
Visualize 

 

Follow Directions 
Use Nonverbal Cues 
Tell About a Personal 
Experience 
Participate in Songs and 
Chants 
Retell a Story 

Classification/Categorization of 
Words:  Actions 
Using a Glossary 
Classification/Categorization of 
Words: Time 
Antonyms 
Synonyms 

Writing Mode  
Write to Describe: 
Description  
Write to Inform: Sentences  
Write to Inform: Letter  
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas  
Organization 
Sentence Fluency 

What is a Sentence?  
Is it a Sentence? 
The Naming Part  
The Action Part  
What is a Statement?  
Writing Statements 
One and More Than One  
Special Plural Nouns 
Prepositions and  
Prepositions for Where (on, 
up, away)  
Prepositions for When 
(after, now, today)  
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  1st Theme 3:  Nature Near and Far 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It’s a big, wonderful world. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning. 2. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  They not only know 
many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 3. Different types of texts have different structures. Understanding a 
text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 4. A good story has a pattern or plan. 
Essential Questions: 1. Why do authors write stories? 2. What changes do the different seasons cause? 3. What clues help you decide why events happen?  4. 
How are animals the same and different? 
 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Author’s Purpose 
Sequence of Events 
Cause and Effect 
Conclusions 
Compare and Contrast 
 
Strategy 
 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Question 
Visualize 
Infer/Predict 
Monitor/Clarify 

Adapt Spoken Language: 
Volume 
Adapt Spoken Language: 
Rate 
Listen to Compare and 
Contrast 
Listen for Story Details 
Make Introductions 
 

Classification/Categorization of 
Words: Colors 
Homophones 
Words Ending in  -ed, -ing, or –s 
Classification/Categorization of 
Words: Numbers 
Suffix –er, -est 

Writing Mode   
Write to Inform: 
Sentences 
Write to Inform: Letter 
Write to Inform: Report 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Sentence Fluency 
Idea 
Word Choice 
 
 

Names for People and 
Animals  
Titles for People 
Names of Places  
More Place Names 
Subject-Verb Agreement  
Verbs with s  
Verbs with ed  
Present and Past Time 
Using is and are  
Using was and were 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  1 Theme 4: Exploring Together 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We discover new things every day. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face. It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 2. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways. 3. The 
impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.4. A good story has a pattern or plan. 5. Good readers employ strategies to help them 
understand text. 
Essential Questions:   1. What is important to know about the moon?  2. How are ways to travel the same and different?  
3. Why do authors write nonfiction? 4. What clues help you find out how characters feel? 5. What makes a story funny?  

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Main Idea and Details 
Compare and Contrast 
Author’s Purpose 
Conclusions 
Cause and Effect 
 
Strategy 
Question 
Visualize 
Summarize 
Monitor/Clarify 
Infer/Predict 
 
 

Tell a Story 
Listen for Information 
Give Directions 
Gather Information 
Use Descriptive Language 

Suffix –y, - ful 
Classification/Categorization of 
Words: Transportation 
Multiple Meaning Words 
Synonyms 
Compound Words 

Writing Mode  
Write to Narrate: Sentences  
Write to Narrate: Friendly 
Letter 
Write to Narrate: Personal 
Narrative  
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Sentence Fluency 
Organization 
Word Choice 
 Sentence Fluency 
 

What is a Question?  
Writing Questions  
Statement or Question?  
Writing Statements and 
Questions 
Months, Days, Holidays  
Commas in Dates  
Future Using will  
Future Using going to 
Prepositions That Tell 
Where  
Prepositions That Tell When 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  1 Theme 5:  Watch Us Grow 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Living things change as they grow. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways. 2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, 
but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 3. A good story has a pattern or plan. 4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: 1. What do characters do when there is a problem?  2. What clues tell you why animals look as they do?  3. What causes events in a story 
to happen?  4. Why do authors put events in a certain order? 5.  What clues tell you what a character is like? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Conclusions 
Cause and Effect 
Sequence of Events 
Understanding Characters 
 
Strategy 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Visualize 
Monitor/Clarify 
Question 
Summarize 
 
 

Monitor Understanding and 
Ask Questions 
Participate in a Group 
Discussion 
Giving Important 
Information 
Make Connections 
Main Idea and Details 

Prefix re- 
Using a Dictionary Entry 
Multiple Meaning Words 
Classification/Categorization of 
Words: Family 
Synonyms with Introduction to 
Thesaurus 

Writing Mode  
Write to Express: Sentences  
Write to Express: Summary 
Write to Express: Story  
 
 
Focus Trait 
Voice 
Word Choice 
Organization 
Ideas 
Sentence Fluency 

Pronouns That Name One  
Pronouns That Name More 
Than One 
Naming Yourself Last  
Naming Yourself with I 
Using my, your, his, and her  
Using mine, yours, his, and 
hers 
Pronouns and Action Verbs  
Pronouns and be  
Contractions with not  
Contractions with Pronouns 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  1 Theme 6: Three Cheers for Us! 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Always try your best. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning. 2. Good readers are never afraid or embarrassed to admit when they don’t understand Asking questions – of a text, of a teacher, of another reader-is 
what good readers do. 3. Different types of text have different structures. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader understand its meaning. 4. A good story 
has a pattern or a plan. 

Essential Questions:  1. How are ways to make art the same and different? 2. How do words and photos work together to give information? 3. How does a 
problem make a story interesting? 4. How do some story events make other events happen? 5. What can you learn from story characters? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Co   Compare and Contrast 

Text and Graphic Features 
Story Structure 
Cause and Effect 
Understanding Characters 
 
Strategy 
Monitor/Clarify 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Infer/Predict 
Visualize 
Summarize 
 

Describe Visuals 
Listen critically 
Give a Report 
Listen to Summarize 
Give Information 

Figurative language (Idioms) 
Classification/Categorization of 
Words: Emotions 
Homographs 
Prefix un- 
Suffix –ly 

Writing Mode  
Write to Respond: Opinion 
Sentences  
Write to Respond: Opinion 
Paragraph  
 
Focus Trait 
Voice 
Sentence Fluency 
Word Choice 
Ideas 
Organization 

What is an Exclamation?  
Writing Exclamations  
Kinds of Sentences 
Question or Exclamation?  
Three Kinds of Sentences 
Adjectives for Taste and 
Smell  
Adjectives for Sound and 
Texture 
Adverbs for How and Where  
Adverbs for When and How 
Much 
Adjectives That Compare 
Adjectives with -er and-est  
 Using the Right Adjective 
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 1 

READING LITERATURE – GRADE 1 

 Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

• RL.1.2. Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 

• RL.1.3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.1.4. Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 

• RL.1.5. Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 

• RL.1.6. Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.1.7. Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 

• RL.1.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.1.9. Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 

 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.1.10. With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1.   

http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
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READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT – GRADE 1 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

• RI.1.2. identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

• RI.1.3. Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.1.4. Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text. 

• RI.1.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in 
a text. 

• RI.1.6. Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the words in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 

• RI.1.8. Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 

• RI.1.9. Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.1.10. With prompting and support read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 1. 

http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
http://www.corestandards.org/news
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READING:  FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS – GRADE 1 

Print Concepts 

• RF.1.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

o Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 

Phonological Awareness 

• RF.1.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

o Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 

o Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant blends. 

o Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 

o Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds (phonemes). 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

• RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs (two letters that represent one sound). 

o Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

o Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 

o Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed word. 

o Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables. 

http://www.corestandards.org/news
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o Read words with inflectional endings. 

o Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

Fluency 

• RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

o Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

WRITING: - GRADE 1 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.1.1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the 
opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events include some details regarding what happened, use 
temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.1.4. (Begins in grade 3. 

• W.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing 
as needed. 
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• W.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.  

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.1.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence 
of instructions). 

• W.1.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 

• W.1.9. (Begins in grade 4. 

Range of Writing 

• W.1.10. (Begins in grade 3. 

SPEAKING & LISTENING – GRADE 1 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

o Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. 

o Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

• SL.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 

• SL.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 
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Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• SL.1.4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 

• SL.1.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

• SL.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation 

LANGUAGE: - GRADE 1 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.1.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

o Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 

o Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

o Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). 

o Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, everything). 

o Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk 
home). 

o Use frequently occurring adjectives. 

o Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because). 

o Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 

o Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 
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o Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to 
prompts. 

• L.1.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

o Capitalize dates and names of people. 

o Use end punctuation for sentences. 

o Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 

o Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words. 

o Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

Knowledge of Language 

• L.1.3. (Begins in grade 2. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.1.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from an array of strategies.  

o Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

o Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word. 

o Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

• L.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.  

o Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent. 
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o Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

o Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that are cozy). 

o Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in 
intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 

• L.1.6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring 
conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 
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Second Grade - Curriculum 

 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  2 Theme 1:  Neighborhood Visit 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  There are different kinds of communities. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced 
by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 
text. 
Essential Questions:  1. Why is the order of events in a story important? 2. How are families alike and different? 3. Why might an author write a story? 4. What 
might cause a story character to change? 5. What clues tell you where and when a story takes place? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Sequence of Events 
Compare and Contrast 
Author’s Purpose 
Cause and Effect 
Story Structure 
 
Strategy 
Infer/Predict 
Question 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Summarize 
Visualize 
 
 

Listen for a Purpose 
Interpret Poems 
Hold a Conversation or 
Discussion 
Retell a Story 
Follow and Give Directions 

Alphabetical Order 
Using a Glossary 
Multiple Meaning Words 
Context Clues 
Base Words and Endings –ed, 
-ing 

Writing Mode  
Write to Narrate 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Voice 
Word Choice 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Writing Form 
Sentences That Tell a  True 
Story 
Friendly Letter 
Sentences That Describe 

Subjects and Predicate 
Complete Sentences 
Statements and Questions 
What is a Noun? 
Singular and Plural Nouns 

Assessment - Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
Phonics/Word Study – Orton Gillingham methodology will be used in teaching phonics, spelling, word study, and red words. Orton sequence will be used 
until mastery of the initial sounds. Once these sounds are mastered, order will follow language arts literacy program. 
Handwriting – Handwriting must be formally taught, monitored, and assessed. K-2 will emphasize on correct top to bottom formation of all manuscript 
letters and numbers.  Grades 3-5 will emphasize on correct formation of cursive handwriting, and grades 6-8 will maintain level of handwriting throughout 
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subjects and grade levels. 
 
 
 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  2  Theme 2:  Nature Watch 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:   Nature can teach us many things. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning. 2. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  They not only know 
many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 3. Different types of texts (e.g. narrative, mystery, biography, 
expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 4. Good readers employ strategies 
to help them understand text 

Essential Questions:    1. How can chapter headings help you? 2. What helps you make decisions about a character? 3. How do you know what a story is mostly 
about? 4. What can you learn from the way a character acts? 5. How do you know if something is a fact or an opinion? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Text and Graphic Features 
Conclusions 
Main Idea and Details 
Understanding Characters 
Fact and Opinion 
 
Strategy 
Question 
Conclusions 
Visualize 
Summarize 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
 

Nonverbal Cues 
Monitor Understanding and 
Ask Questions 
Word Choice: Sensory Words 
Computer Basics 
Listen to Compare and 
Contrast 
Computer: Dictionary 

Base Words and Prefixes un-, 
re- 
Homophones 
Compound Words 
Synonyms 
Base Words and Suffixes –er, 
-est 

Writing Mode  
Write to Inform 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Organization 
Voice 
Word Choice 
 
Writing Form 
Informational Paragraph 
Summary Paragraph 
Instructions 
 

More Plural Nouns 
Proper Nouns 
What is a Verb? 
Verbs in the Present 
Verbs in the Present, Past, 
and Future 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  2  Theme 3:   Tell Me About It 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We learn from each other. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better readers are those that provide greater insight into the 
text and or the issues raised.2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 3. 
Different types of texts (e.g. narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader 
better understand its meaning. 4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions:  1. What helps you make a decision?  2. How do you find important story characters? 3. Why do authors write different kinds of texts?   
4. How do you know when story ideas are important? 5. What might cause a story character to change? 
 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Conclusions 
Story Structure 
Author’s Purpose 
Main Idea and Details 
Cause and Effect 
 
Strategy 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Summarize 
Monitor/Clarify 
Question 
Infer/Predict 
 
 

Computer: Encyclopedia 
Interview 
Listen for and Retell Main 
Idea 
Computer/Internet: 
Navigating a Website 
Summarize Important 
Information 

Prefixes pre- and mis- 
Idioms 
Using a Dictionary 
Suffix -ly 
Dictionary Entry 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Persuade 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Voice 
Word Choice 
Ideas 
Organization 
 
Writing Form 
Persuasive Letter 
Opinion Paragraph 
Persuasive Paragraph 
Persuasive Essay 

Kinds of Sentences 
Quotations Marks 
Using Proper Nouns 
Abbreviations 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  2  Theme 4:  Heroes and Helpers 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We can all make a difference. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning.  2. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  They not only know 
many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 3. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s 
experience 4. A good story has a pattern or plan. 
Essential Questions:  1. When might be a time when a character needs help solving a problem? 2. What words show the order of events in a story? 3. What 
makes a character interesting? 4. What can you learn from signs in your community? 5. How can stories be alike and different? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Sequence of Events 
Understanding Characters 
Text and Graphic Features 
Compare and Contrast 
 
Strategy 
Infer/Predict 
Visualize 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Compare and Contrast 
 
 

Listen Critically 
Computer/Internet: Online 
Newspaper or Magazine 
Listen to Make Connections 
Respond to Questions 
Compare and Contrast Media 
Messages 

Homographs 
Antonyms 
Suffixes –y and –ful 
Synonyms 
Prefix over- 

Writing Mode  
Write to Express 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Voice 
Word Choice 
Organization 
 
Writing Form 
Fictional Story 
Problem-Solution 
Paragraph 
Compare and Contrast 
Paragraph 
Informational 
Paragraph 

Pronouns 
Subject-Verb Agreement 
The Verb be 
Commas in Dates and Places 
Commas in a Series 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  2  Theme 5:  Changes, Changes Everywhere 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Living things change over time. 
Enduring Understandings:   1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas and challenges that we face.  It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed 2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and 
questioning of the author.  You must consider and respond-very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or disliking. 
Essential Questions: 1. How do you know which facts are important? 2. What can you learn from a character’s words and actions? 3. What helps you make a 
decision about a character? 4. How can one event in a story cause another to happen? 5. What steps would you take to plant a garden? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, Vocabulary Writing Grammar 
Skill 
Main Idea and Details 
Understanding Characters 
Conclusions 
Cause and Effect 
Sequence of Events 
 
Strategy 
Infer/Predict 
Question 
Summarize 
Visualize 
Monitor/Clarify 

Organize Ideas for a Speech 
Explain a Process 
Computer: Using Visuals 
Give a Speech 
Presenting a Report 

Dictionary Entry 2 
Figurative Language/Idioms 
Multiple-Meaning Words 
Antonyms 
Using Context 

Writing Mode  
Write to Inform 
 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice  
Organization 
Ideas 
Voice 
 
Writing Form 
Problem-Solution Paragraph 
Compare and Contrast 
Paragraph 
Informational Paragraph 
Research Report 

What Is an Adjective? 
Using Adjectives 
Irregular Verbs 
Irregular Action Verbs 
More Irregular Verbs 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  2  Theme 6: What a Surprise! 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: A surprise can change your life. 

Enduring Understandings:   1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas and challenges that we face.  It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 2. Good readers are never afraid or embarrassed to admit when they don’t 
understand.  Asking questions-of a text, of a teacher, of another reader- is what good readers do. 
Essential Questions: 1. Why is it helpful to know the setting of a story? 2. How do you know if something is a fact or an opinion? 3.  What can you learn from 
headings and captions? 4. What clues help you understand a story character? 5. How is life now the same as and different from life long ago? 
 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Fact and Opinion 
Text and Graphic Features 
Understanding Characters 
Compare and Contrast 
 
Strategy 
Infer/Predict  
Question 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Visualize 
Summarize   

Listen and Respond 
Create a Newsletter 
Holding a Literature 
Discussion 
Retell Stories 
Brainstorming Problems and 
Solutions 

Multiple-Meaning Words 
Synonyms 
Classify/Categorize 

Writing Mode  
Write to Respond 
 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice 
Ideas 
 
Writing Form 
Response Poem 
Opinion Paragraph 
Response to Literature 

Contractions 
What Is an Adverb? 
Possessive Nouns 
What Is a Preposition? 
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 2 

READING LITERATURE: GRADE 2 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

• RL.2.2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 

• RL.2.3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.2.4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or 
song. 

• RL.2.5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action. 

• RL.2.6. Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading 
dialogue aloud. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.2.7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

• RL.2.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.2.9. Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. 
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.2.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehends literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

READING:  INFORMATIONAL TEXT – GRADE 2 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

• RI.2.2. Identify the main topic of a multi paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text. 

• RI.2.3. Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 

• RI.2.6. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts 
or information in a text efficiently. 

• RI.2.7. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.2.7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 

• RI.2.8. Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 

• RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.2.10. By the end of year, read and comprehends informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 
2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

READING: FOUNDATION SKILLS – GRADE 2 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

• RF.2.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

o Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams. 

o Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 

o Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 

o Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 

o Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

Fluency 

• RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

o Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
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WRITING: - GRADE 2 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.2.1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, 
use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

• W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding 
statement or section. 

• W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.2.4. (Begins in grade 3. 

• W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing. 

• W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science 
observations). 

• W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 

• W.2.9. (Begins in grade 4. 

Range of Writing 
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• W.2.10. (Begins in grade 3.
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SPEAKING & WRITING: - GRADE 2 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under discussion). 

o Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. 

o Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion. 

• SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 

• SL.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding 
of a topic or issue. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• SL.2.4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 

• SL.2.5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to 
clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

• SL.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
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Third Grade - Curriculum 

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  3 Theme 1: Good Citizens  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  People make a community stronger. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning. 2. Different types of texts have different structures.  Understanding of a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  3. The impact of a 
text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience. 4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text.   

Essential Questions: 1. What are the parts of a story? 2. What helps you make decisions about a character? 3. What clues in a story tell you about the characters? 
4. How can two bridges be alike and different? 4. What causes someone to be called a hero? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/Phonics Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Conclusions 
Understanding Characters 
Compare and Contrast 
Cause and Effect 
 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 
Analyze/ Evaluate 
Infer/Predict 
Visualize 
 

Listen for a Purpose  
Use Nonverbal Cues 
Hold a Conversation or 
Discussion 
Follow and Give Directions 
Computers: Review of the 
Basics 
 

Phonics 
Short vowels a, e, i, o, u  
Words with the VCCV 
Pattern 
Long a, e, i, o, u  
Words with the VCe Pattern 
Common Vowel Pairs ai, ay, 
ee, ea 
Long o Spelled oa, ow  
Long i spelled i, ie, igh  
 
Vocabulary 
Multiple-Meaning Words 
Compound Words 
Antonyms 
Base Words and Endings –s, 
–es, –ed, –ing 
Prefix mis– 

Writing Mode  
Write to Narrate: Descriptive 
Paragraph 
Write to Narrate: Friendly 
Letter 
Write to Narrate: Personal 
Narrative Paragraph 
Personal Narrative: Prewrite  
Personal Narrative: 
Edit/Revise  
 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice: Exact Words 
Ideas: Audience and Purpose  
Voice: Express Thoughts and 
Feelings Ideas 
Sentence Fluency: 
Transitions 

Subjects and Predicates  
Kinds of Sentences: Sentence 
Fragments and Run-On 
Common and Proper Nouns  
Plural Nouns with –s and -es  
 

Assessment - Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
Phonics/Word Study – Orton Gillingham methodology will be used in teaching phonics, spelling, word study and red words. Orton sequence will be used until 
mastery of the initial sounds. Once these sounds are mastered, order will follow language arts literacy program. 
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Handwriting – Handwriting must be formally taught, monitored and assessed. K-2 will emphasize on correct top to bottom formation of all manuscript letters 
and numbers.  Grades 3-5 will emphasize on correct formation of cursive handwriting, and grades 6-8 will maintain level of handwriting throughout subjects and 
grade levels. 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  3 Theme 2: Express Yourself   
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We communicate with others in many ways. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and questioning of the author.  You must consider and respond – 
very different from passively accepting or instantly disliking.  2. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those 
that provide greater insights into the text and/or the issues raised.  3. Good readers are never afraid or embarrassed to admit when they don’t understand.  Asking 
questions – of a text, of a teacher, of another reader – is what good readers do.  4. Different types of texts (e.g. narrative, mystery, biography, expository, 
persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning 

Essential Questions: 1. What clues in a story help you figure out the sequence of events? 2. How do pictures help to tell a story? 3. How can readers figure out 
the message in a story? 4. How can new inventions cause people’s lives to change? 5. Why are details important in a biography? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/Phonics Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Sequence of Events  
Text and Graphic Features 
Conclusions 
Cause and Effect  
Main Ideas and Details 
 
Strategy 
Question 
Analyze/ Evaluate 
Infer/Predict 
Monitor/Clarify 
Summarize 

 
 

 
 

Interpret Poems  
Monitor Understanding and 
Ask Questions 
Retell a Story 
Intonation 
Accuracy: Self-Correct 

 
 

Phonics 
Words with the VCV Pattern• 
Three-Letter Clusters (scr-, 
spr, str-, thr-) 
Silent Letters kn, wr 
Vowel Diphthongs ow, ou 
Words with au, aw, al, o 
 
Vocabulary 
What is a Verb? 
Verb Tenses  
Commas in a Series 
Dictionary/Glossary Entry  
Categorize and Classify 

Writing Mode  
Write to Respond: 
Response Paragraph 
Write to Respond:  
Compare/ Contrast Paragraph 
Write to Respond: 
Summary Paragraph 
Response to Literature: 
Prewrite 
Response to Literature: 
Edit/Revise  
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas  
Organization: Topic Sentence 
for Each Paragraph 
Word Choice Organization: 
Opinion Statement  
Avoiding Redundancy 

Simple Subjects and Simple 
Predicates  
Pronouns  
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  3 Theme 3: Learning Lessons  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Facing a challenge helps us grow. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and questioning of the author.  You must consider and respond – 
very different from passively accepting or instantly disliking. 2. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one 
they are using doesn’t work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 3. Everyone is 
entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 4. Different types of texts (e.g. narrative, mystery, 
biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
 
Essential Questions: 1. How can you tell what an author thinks about a topic? 2. How do characters affect the plot of a story? 3. How might people change after 
facing a challenge? 4. Why do authors write different kinds of texts? 5. What clues in a story help you understand its characters? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/Phonics Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Fact and Opinion 
Story Structure 
Compare and Contrast 
Author’s Purpose 
Understanding Characters 
 
 
Strategy 
Question 
Visualize 
Analyze/ Evaluate 
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 

 
 
 

Computers: Introduce the 
Internet  
Interview 
Listen for and Retell 
(Paraphrase) Main Ideas 
Computer: Internet Strategy 
Listen to Make Connections 

Phonics 
Vowel Diphthongs oi, oy 
Homophones 
Words Ending in –er, -le 
Contractions with n’t, ‘d, ‘ve 
Words with ar, or, ore Words 
with er, ir, ur, or 
 
Vocabulary 
Suffixes –y, –ful, -ous 
Idioms 
Homophones/ Homographs 
Prefixes in-, im- 
Using a Thesaurus 
 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Narrate: 
Descriptive Paragraph 
Write to Narrate: 
Humorous Poem 
Write to Narrate: 
Narrative Poem 
Autobiography: Prewrite  
Autobiography: Draft/Edit  

 
 
 
 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice: Sensory Words 
and Details 
Word Choice: Onomatopoeia 
Organization 
Ideas 
Voice 

More Proper Nouns 
More Plural Nouns 
Subject-Verb Agreement 
Pronouns  and Verbs 
Forming the Past  
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  3 Theme  4: Extreme Nature  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Our world is an amazing place. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning.  2. Different types of texts have different structures.  Understanding of a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  3. The reader’s 
interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Different authors use techniques/strategies to convince readers.  Readers must apply criteria to 
evaluate credibility of information. 

Essential Questions: 1. Why do some authors write funny stories? 2. How can you figure out ideas the author doesn’t state directly? 3. How can pictures and 
labels give you more information? 4. How can one event lead to a series of adventures? 5. Where are main ideas most often found in nonfiction text? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/Phonics Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Author’s Purpose 
Conclusions  
Text and Graphic Features 
Cause and Effect 
Main Ideas and Details 
 
Strategy 
Monitor/Clarify 
Word Choice 
Question  
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 
 
 
 

Listen Critically  
Computer: Use the Internet  
Listen to Compare and 
Contrast 
Compare and Contrast Media 
Messages  
Media: Evaluate Internet 
Information 

Phonics 
Words with air, ear, are 
Words with /j/ and /s/ 
Words with the VCCCV 
Pattern 
Words with /k/ and /kw/ 
Vowel Diphthongs: oo, ew, 
ue, ou, ui  
Compound Words  
 
Vocabulary 
Context Clues 
Suffix -ly 
Categorize and Classify 
Prefixes pre-, re-, bi- 
Dictionary/Glossary 

Writing Mode  
Write to Persuade: 
Persuasive Letter 
Write to Persuade: 
Opinion Paragraph 
Write to Persuade: 
Problem-Solution Paragraph 
Persuasive Essay: Prewrite  
Persuasive Essay:  
Draft/Revise 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas: Stating a Clear Purpose 
and Goal  
Voice 
Word Choice: Exact Words 
Ideas  
Organization: Paragraphs 

What Is an Adjective? 
Adjectives and Articles 
Using the Verb be and 
Helping Verbs  
Irregular Verbs  
Contractions 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  3 Theme  5: Going Places 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  There are many reasons to take a journey. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning.  2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others.  3. Different types of texts 
have different structures.  Understanding of a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them 
understand text.   

Essential Questions: 1. What might the problem be in a story about ants? 2. How are different animals’ lives alike and different? 3. What happens if you tell 
story events out of order? 4. Why might a writer tell a story about a faraway place? 5. How are headings, maps, and diagrams helpful to readers? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/Phonics Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Compare and Contrast 
Sequence of Events 
Author’s Purpose 
Text and Graphic Features 
 
Strategy 
Monitor/Clarify 
Visualize 
Analyze/ Evaluate 
Question  
Infer/Predict  
 
 
 
 

Organize Ideas for a Speech 
Give a Speech 
Review Internet Strategy 
Presenting a Report 
 

Phonics 
Base Words and –ed, -ing 
Spelling Changes: -s, -es, -ed, 
-ing 
Less Common Plurals 
Suffixes -ful, -y,  
-ous, -ly, -er 
Prefixes un-, pre-, re-, bi- 
Suffixes -less,  
-ness, -able 
 
Vocabulary 
Base Words and Prefix non– 
Prefixes in–, im–  
Suffixes –er, -est 
Words from Other Languages 
Analogies 
 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Express: Fictional 
Narrative  
Write to Express 
Descriptive Paragraph 
Write to Express: 
Dialogue 
Story: Prewrite 
Story: Draft/Edit 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas: Suspense  
Word Choice: Simile  
Voice: Characters’ Feelings  
Ideas: Vivid Details  
Word Choice: Powerful 
Words 

Possessive Nouns  
Using Proper Nouns 
Abbreviations 
What Is an Adverb?  
What Is a Preposition?  
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  3 Theme  6: Make Your Mark  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: To reach a goal takes hard work. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning.  2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others.  3. Different types of texts 
have different structures.  Understanding of a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them 
understand text.   
Essential Questions: 1. Why are details important in a biography? 2. How can an invention cause people’s lives to change? 3. How do facts help shape our 
opinions of people? 4. What causes someone to be called a hero? 4. What helps you make decisions about a character? 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/Phonics Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Main Idea and Details 
Cause and Effect 
Fact and Opinion 
Understanding Characters 
Conclusions/ Generalizations 
 
 
 
 
 
Strategy 
Analyze and Evaluate 
Summarize  
Visualize Monitor/Clarify 
Question 

Brainstorm Problems and 
Solutions 
Computers: Create a 
Newsletter  
Make a Descriptive 
Presentation 
 

Phonics 
VCCV Syllabication  
Common Final Syllables (-
ion, -tion, -sion, -ture 
Double Consonants (VCCV) 
Schwa Sound 
Words with ough, augh 
Words Ending in -er, -le 
 
Vocabulary 
Suffix –ion 
Homographs/ Homophones 
Word Roots 
Prefixes un-, dis- 
Compound Words 
 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Inform: 
Compare/Contrast Paragraph 
Write to Inform: 
Problem/Solution Paragraph 
Write to Inform:  Instructions 
Research Report: Prewrite 
Research Report: Draft and 
Revise 
 
 
Focus Trait 
Organization 
Ideas  
Word Choice 
Ideas 
 
 

Quotations  
Commas in Sentences 
Possessive Pronouns  
Correct Pronouns  
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 3 

 

READING LITERATURE - GRADE 3 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.3.1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

• RL.3.2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how 
it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

• RL.3.3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.3.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non literal language. 

• RL.3.5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe 
how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 

• RL.3.6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.3.7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize 
aspects of a character or setting). 

• RL.3.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.3.9. Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books 
from a series). 
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Range of Reading and Complexity of Text 

• RL.3.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT – GRADE 3 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.3.1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

• RI.3.2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 

• RI.3.3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.3.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

• RI.3.5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

• RI.3.6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.3.7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., 
where, when, why, and how key events occur). 

• RI.3.8. Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a 
sequence). 

• RI.3.9. Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic. 
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.3.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end 
of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

READING: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS – GRADE 3 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

• RF.3.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 

o Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 

o Decode multi syllable words. 

o Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

Fluency 

• RF.3.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
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WRITING: - GRADE 3 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

o Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 

o Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

o Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section. 

• W.3.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

o Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 

o Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section. 

• W.3.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

o Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

o Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to 
situations. 

o Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 

o Provide a sense of closure. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.3.4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

• W.3.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
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• W.3.6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.3.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 

• W.3.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into 
provided categories. 

• W.3.9. (Begins in grade 4. 

Range of Writing 

• W.3.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SPEAKING & LISTENING: - GRADE 3 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about 
the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under discussion). 

o Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 

o Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

• SL.3.2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
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• SL.3.3. Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 

o Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
• SL.3.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 

understandable pace. 

• SL.3.5. Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when 
appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. 

• SL.3.6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 

 

LANGUAGE: - GRADE 3 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.3.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 

o Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

o Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

o Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 

o Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 

o Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

o Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 

o Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

o Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

• L.3.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
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o Use commas in addresses. 

o Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 

o Form and use possessives. 

o Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, 
happiness). 

o Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) 
in writing words. 

o Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

Knowledge of Language 

• L.3.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

o Choose words and phrases for effect.* 

o Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written Standard English. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.3.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

o Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

o Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 
comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 

o Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion). 

o Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

• L.3.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

o Distinguish the literal and non literal meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 
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o Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful). 

o Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, 
and wondered). 

• L.3.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that 
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., after dinner that night we went looking for them). 
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Fourth Grade - Curriculum 

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  4 Theme 1: Helping  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Helping brings out the best in us. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced 
by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 
text.   

Essential Questions: 1. How do friends help each other? 2. How can an author show what it takes to be a leader? 3. What happens when one person helps 
another? 4. How do dramatic elements help engage the audience? 5. What motivates someone to help another person? 

Suggested Readings: Secret Garden, Class President, Stone Fox 
Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 

& Viewing 
Vocabulary/ 

Decoding 
Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Author’s Purpose 
Cause and Effect 
Theme 
Understanding Characters 
 
 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Visualize  
Monitor/ Clarify 
Infer/Predict 
 
 

Retell a Story 
Listen for a Purpose 
Give and Follow Directions 
Summarize a Spoken 
Message 
Interpret Literature 
 

Decoding 
The VCV Syllable Pattern 
Open and Closed Syllables  
The VCCV Syllable Pattern 
VCV and VCCV Syllable 
Patterns 
Homophones 
 
 
Vocabulary Strategies 
Prefixes re-, un-, dis- 
Prefixes in-, im- il-, ir-  
Context Clues 
Prefixes non-, mis 
Use a Dictionary  

 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Express 

 
Writing Form 
Descriptive Paragraph 
Narrative Composition  
Dialogue 
Fictional Narrative: Prewrite 
Imaginative Story: Draft, 
Revise, Edit, Publish:  
Focus Trait 
Ideas  
Word Choice 
Voice 
Ideas  
Organization 

Complete Sentences 
Subjects and Predicates 
Kinds of Sentences 
Simple and Compound 
Sentences 
Nouns 
 
 

Assessment - Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
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Phonics/Word Study – Orton Gillingham methodology will be used in teaching phonics, spelling, word study, and red words. Orton sequence will be used until 
mastery of the initial sounds. Once these sounds are mastered, order will follow language arts literacy program. 
Handwriting – Handwriting must be formally taught, monitored, and assessed. K-2 will emphasize on correct top to bottom formation of all manuscript letters 
and numbers.  Grades 3-5 will have  emphasis on correct formation of cursive handwriting . 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 4  Theme 2: Expressing Ourselves      
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We express ourselves in many ways. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working.2. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, 
mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures. Understanding a text‘s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.3. The impact 
of a text on its reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.  4. The reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  5. Good readers employ 
strategies to help them understand text.                                                                                         
Essential Questions: 1. How are old and new fairy tales alike and different? 2.  How can movies express facts and opinions? 3. How would you make someone 
comfortable in a new place? 4. Why would someone make an insincere apology? 5.  Why do authors write biographies? 
Suggested Readings: Flossie the Fox, Cendrillon 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Compare and Contrast  
Fact and Opinion 
Understanding Characters 
Conclusions and 
Generalizations 
Author’s Purpose 
 
Strategy 
Infer/Predict 
Summarize  
Question 
Analyze/ Evaluate 
Visualize 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask and Answer Questions 
Compare Print and Non-print 
Information 
Hold a Literature Discussion 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to distinguish fact 
from opinion 
 

Decoding 
Common Consonant Patterns: 
Digraphs 
Common Consonant Patterns: 
Clusters  
Stressed and Unstressed 
Syllables 
Common Beginning Syllables 
Vowel + r in Multi-Syllable 
Words 
 
Vocabulary Strategies 
Suffixes -y, -ous  
Greek and Latin Word Parts 
Figurative Language (Idioms)  
Antonyms 
Analogies 
 
 
 

Writing Mode 
Write to Respond  
 
Writing Form  
Response to Literature: 
Opinion Paragraph 
Poem 
Response to Literature Essay: 
Prewrite 
Response to Literature Essay: 
Draft, Revise, Edit, Publish 
 
Focus Trait 
Organization  
Voice  
Word Choice Organization 

Commas 
Verbs 
Pronouns  
Simple Verb Tenses 
Conjunctions  
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 4  Theme 3: Natural Encounters  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Nature can amaze us. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face. It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways. The better 
responses are those that provide greater insight into the text and/or issues raised. 3. Good readers are never afraid or embarrassed to admit when they don’t 
understand. Asking questions of a text, of a teacher, of another reader is what good readers do. 4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: 1. How do animals influence your opinion of nature? 2. How can nature influence events? 3. How do events in nature affect other events? 
4. How do illustrations make a text interesting? 5. How do details help you understand the main idea? 

Suggested Readings: They Lived With Dinosaurs, National Geographic 
Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 

& Viewing 
Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Fact and Opinion 
Sequence of Events 
Cause and Effect 
Text and Graphic Features 
Main Ideas and Details 
 
Strategy 
Visualize 
Infer/Predict 
Summarize  
Question 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
 
 
 

Prepare Interview Questions 
Conduct an Interview 
Viewing Non-print Media 
Sources 
Listen to Make Connections 
Listen to Summarize Ideas 
 

Decoding 
Compound Words 
Base Words and Endings 
Recognizing Common Word 
Parts 
Recognizing Suffixes 
Three-Syllable Words 
 
Vocabulary Strategies 
Suffixes -ful, -less,  
-ness, -ment  
Synonyms 
Greek and Latin Word Parts 
spect, struct, tele, vis 
Suffixes -able, -ible 
Multiple-Meaning Words 

Writing Mode  
Research to write.  
 
Writing Form 
Problem-Solution 
Composition 
Mini research paper 
Draft, Revise, Edit, Publish 
 
 
Focus Trait 
Voice 
Ideas 
Organization 

Regular Verbs 
Participles 
Irregular Verbs 
Possessive Nouns 
Proper Nouns 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  4 Theme 4: Success 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  There is more than one secret to success. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Sometimes the author makes his or her meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “ surface” of the text to find 
the meaning. 2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and questioning of the author. You must consider and respond- very different 
from passively accepting or instantly liking or disliking. 3. Just because you read the text doesn’t mean you understood it. Just because you had a strong response 
to the text doesn’t mean you understood it either.  4. Understanding of text develops over time and experience 
Essential Questions: 1. What traits do successful people have in common? 2. What steps can you take toward success? 3. How can people share their successes? 
4. Why might a leader use persuasion? 5. What makes a team successful? 6) Why do authors write biographies? 
Suggested Readings: Sitting Bull, Go Free or Die, The Last Dragon 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/Decoding Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Compare and  
Contrast 
Follow Written Direction 
Sequence of Events 
Understanding Characters 
Persuasion 
Main Ideas and Details 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Monitor/Clarify 
Question 
Infer/Predict 
Visualize 
Author’s Craft 
Personification 
Word Choice  
Point of View 
Idioms  
Onomatopoeia 

Evaluate Media Sources 
Adapt Spoken Language 
Prepare for Oral Summaries 
Deliver Oral Summaries 
Interpret Poetry 

Decoding 
Sound/Spelling Changes 
More Sound/Spelling Changes 
Recognizing Prefixes re–, un–, 
dis– 
More Common Suffixes 
VCCV Pattern and Word Parts 
 
 
Vocabulary Strategy 
Context Clues  
Suffixes -ion, -ation,  
-ition  
Homophones, Homonyms, 
Homographs 
Use a Dictionary 
Compound Words 
 
 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Narrate 
 
Writing Form 
Business Letter 
Descriptive Paragraph 
Friendly Letter 
Narrative Composition 
Transitions 
Personal Narrative: Prewrite 
Personal Narrative: Draft, 
Revise, Edit, Publish 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Voice 
Word Choice 
Organization 

Adjectives 
Adverbs 
Prepositions and 
Prepositional Phrases 
Abbreviations 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 4 Theme 5: Change  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Change happens to us and because of us. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others.  2. 
Different types of texts have different structures. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 3. No opinion is privileged, but 
some are better than others. 4. Different authors use techniques/strategies to convince readers. Readers must apply criteria to evaluate credibility of information.  
5. Authors combine facts and opinion to communicate perspectives and information. 
 
Essential Questions: 1. What causes change in a culture, community, family, or person? 2.  How can friendship help us find things in common? 3. Why might an 
author write about change? 

Suggested Readings: War With Grandpa, Jacob’s Rescue, Read various biographies 
Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 

& Viewing 
Vocabulary/Decoding Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Theme 
Cause and Effect 
Text and Graphic Features 
Compare and Contrast 
Author’s Purpose 
 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Infer/Predict 
Monitor/Clarify  
Analyze/Evaluate 
Question 
 
Author’s Craft 
Idioms 
Similes 
Word Choice 
Tone 
 

Listen Critically: Biography 
Techniques 
Computer/Internet: Create 
and use Visuals 
Organize Ideas for a Speech 
Give a Biographical Speech 
Present Research Report 
 
 

Decoding 
VCV Pattern and Word Parts 
VV Pattern 
Syllable Patterns and Word 
Parts  
Difficult VCCV Patterns 
VCCCV Pattern 
Prefixes pre-, inter-, ex- 
 
Vocabulary 
Multiple-Meaning Words  
Greek and Latin Word Parts 
meter, therm, aud, fac 
Use a Dictionary  
Suffixes -ed, -ly  
 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Inform 
 
Writing Form  
Summary 
Cause-and-Effect Paragraph 
Biography 
Journal Entry 
Research Report: Prewrite 
Research Report:  
Draft, Revise, Edit, Publish 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas  
Sentence Fluency 
Ideas 
Organization  
Word Choice 
Voice 

Comparative and Superlative 
Adjectives and Adverbs 
Negatives 
Quotations 
More Commas  
Proper Mechanics 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 4  Unit 6:  Discovery 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: What leads people to discovery? 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Sometimes the author makes his or her meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “ surface” of the text to find 
the meaning. 2.  Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work. They not only 
know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 3. Different types of texts have different structures. 
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  4. A good story has a pattern or a plan. 
Essential Questions: 1. How does exploring nature build story events? 2. What are the most important ideas about living organisms? 3.  How do facts about 
nature help shape our opinions? 4.  What lessons can people learn by working for a cause? 5.  How does exploring nature and literature help people form 
conclusions? 
Suggested Readings: National Geographic, Readers Theater 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary/ Decoding Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Main Ideas/ Supporting 
Details 
Fact and Opinion 
Understanding Characters 
Conclusions/ Generalizations 
 
Strategy 
Visualize 
Question 
Monitor/Clarify 
Infer/Predict 
Summarize 
 
Author’s Craft 
Point of View 
Word Choice  
Tone 
Mood 
Word Choice 

Presenting/Viewing a  
Dramatic Performance 
Make an Informational 
Presentation 
Make an Informal 
Presentation 
Discuss Symbols and Images 
in Media 
Dramatize a Story 
 

Decoding 
Common Final Syllables 
More Final Syllables: 
Consonant plus -le -al, -el 
Stress in Multi-Syllable 
Words 
Silent Consonants 
Unusual Spellings 
 
Vocabulary 
Greek and Latin Word Parts 
meter, therm, aud, fac 
Greek and Latin Roots 
Analogies 
Word Origins 
Suffixes -er, -or, -ist 
Prefixes con-, com-, in-, im 

Writing Mode  
Multi-genre Writing 
 
Writing Form  
Poem 
Journal Entry 
Public Service 
Announcement  
Collage: Prewrite 
Collage: Draft, Revise, Edit, 
Publish 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice 
Voice 
Organization  
Ideas 
Sentence Fluency 

Making Comparisons  
More Comparisons 
Possessive Pronouns  
Uses Correct Pronouns 
Pronoun Contractions 
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 4 

READING LITERATURE – GRADE 4 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

• RL.4.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

• RL.4.3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, 
words, or actions). 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.4.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in 
mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

• RL.4.5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and 
drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. 

• RL.4.6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person 
narrations. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.4.7. Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects 
specific descriptions and directions in the text. 

• RL.4.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
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• RL.4.9. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) 
in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text 

• RL.4.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

READING INFORMATIONAL – GRADE 4 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

• RI.4.2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 

• RI.4.3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on 
specific information in the text. 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.4.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

• RI.4.5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a 
text or part of a text. 

• RI.4.6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information 
provided. 
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.4.7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

• RI.4.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

• RI.4.9. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.4.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 
4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 

READING  FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS – GRADE 4 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

• RF.4.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o    Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

Fluency 

• RF.4.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
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o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

WRITING – GRADE 4 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.4.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s 
purpose. 

o Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

o Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 

o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

• W.4.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

o Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 

o Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

• W.4.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 
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o Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

o Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 

o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 

o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

• W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

• W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

• W.4.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a list of sources. 

• W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

o Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 
text”). 
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Range of Writing 

• W.4.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – GRADE 4 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics 
and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
o Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the 

discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
o Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

• SL.4.2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

• SL.4.3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
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• SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

• SL.4.6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate 
(e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 

LANGUAGE – GRADE 4 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 

o Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 

o Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

o Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

o Form and use prepositional phrases. 

o Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.* 

o Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 

• L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Use correct capitalization. 

o Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 

o Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 
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Knowledge of Language 

• L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

o Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

o Choose punctuation for effect.* 

o Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., 
small-group discussion). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

• L.4.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

o Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context. 

o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

o Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings 
(synonyms).  
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• L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise 
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and 
endangered when discussing animal preservation). 
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Fifth Grade - Curriculum  

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 5   Theme:1 - Poetry 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers use a variety of comprehension strategies to interpret poetry. 

Enduring Understanding: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to find the 
meaning.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience. 3.  Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: 1. What do good readers do? What do they do when they do not understand? How do texts differ? How should I read different types of 
text?  2. What do you do when you do not understand everything in the text? 3. How do you know a piece of text is worth reading more than once? 

Suggested Reading:  Day Book of Critical Reading and Writing Units 3 & 11  

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Story Structure 
Text and Graphic Features 
Compare and Contrast 
Sequence of Events Theme  
Text Organization 
Figurative Language 
Noting Details 
Making Inferences 
Propaganda 
Similes 
 
Strategy 
Summarize 
Question 
Infer/Predict  
Visualize 
Monitor/Clarify 
Making Connections 

Ask and Answer Questions 
Conduct an Interview 
Listen for a Purpose 
Interpret Poetry 
Give, Restate, and Follow 
Directions 
 

Using Context  
Prefixes non-, un-, dis-, mis-  
Multiple-Meaning Words 
Suffixes –ion, -tion 
Suffixes –ly, -ful 

Writing Mode  
Write to Express 
 
Writing Form 
Narrative Paragraph 
Descriptive Narrative  
Dialogue 
Fictional Narrative: Pre-write 
Fictional Narrative: Revise 
 
Focus Trait 
Ideas 
Voice 
Word Choice 

Complete Sentences 
Kinds of Sentences 
Compound Sentences 
Common and Proper Nouns 
Singular and Plural Nouns 
 
 
 

Assessment – Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
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Handwriting – Handwriting must be formally taught, monitored and assessed. K-2 will emphasize on correct top to bottom formation of all manuscript letters 
and numbers.  Grades 3-5 will emphasize on correct formation of cursive handwriting, and grades 6-8 will maintain level of handwriting throughout subjects and 
grade levels. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  5 Unit Title 2:  Give It All You’ve Got 

21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  People possess traits that are not only surprising to others but to themselves as well 

Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  
They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 2. Good readers are never afraid or embarrassed 
to admit when they don’t understand.  Asking questions-of a text, of a teacher, of another reader-is what good readers do.  3. Good readers employ strategies to 
help them understand text. 4. No opinion is privileged, but some are better than others. 5. Authors combine facts and opinion to communicate perspectives and 
information. 
Essential Questions: 1. What do good readers do? What do they do when they do not understand? How do texts differ? How should I read different types of 
text?  2. Why read? What can we learn from print? Can all of our experiences be put into words?  Does literature primarily reflect culture or shape it?  To what 
extent is written text conservative and to what extent dangerous?  3. From whose viewpoint are we reading?  What is the author’s angle or perspective?  What 
should we do when texts or authors disagree? 

Suggested Reading:  Toothpaste Millionaire, Misty of Chincoteague , Day Book of Critical Reading and Writing Units 9 & 10 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Cause and Effect 
Understanding Characters  
Persuasion 
Conclusions and 
Generalizations 
Main Ideas and Details 
 
 
Strategy 
Question 
Visualize 
Analyze/ Evaluate 
Infer/Predict 
Monitor/Clarify 
Synthesize 
 

Hold a Literature Discussion 
Compare Print and Non print 
Information 
Listen for Information 
Expand A Literature 
Discussion 
Summarize a Spoken 
Message 
 

Antonyms  
Idioms 
Prefixes en-, re-, pre-, pro- 
Greek and Latin Roots 
Analogies  
 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Respond  

 
Writing Form  
Cause and Effect Paragraphs  
Poem 
Persuasive Paragraph 
Response Essay: Pre-write 
Response Essay: Revise 
 
Focus Trait 
Organization  
Word Choice 
Ideas 
Sentence Fluency 

Verbs 
Direct and Indirect Objects 
Conjunctions 
Complex Sentences 
Quotations 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  5 Unit Title 3: Voice of Adversity 

21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Our country is always changing. 

Enduring Understanding: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the” surface” of the text to find the 
meaning.  2. Good readers are never afraid or embarrassed to admit when they don’t understand.  Asking questions of a text, of a teacher, of another reader-is 
what good readers do.  3. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure 
helps a reader better understand its meaning.  4.  Different authors use techniques/strategies to convince readers.  Readers must apply criteria to evaluate 
credibility of information. 
Essential Questions: 1. What do good readers do? What do they do when they do not understand? How do texts differ? How should I read different types of 
text?  2. What lies beneath the surface of this text:  (In fiction:  symbol and theme; in nonfiction texts: assumptions, biases, preconceptions).  How much does this 
matter?  How can I uncover it?  3.  How can a reader recognize truth in text? 

Suggested Reading:  Number the Stars , Day Book of Critical Reading and Writing ,Units 2, 4, 5 & 6 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Cause and Effect 
Fact and Opinion 
Conclusions and 
Generalizations Sequence of 
Events 
Compare and Contrast 
Sequence of Events 
 
Strategy 
Visualize 
Question 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Summarize 
Monitor/Clarify 
Connect 

Give, Restate, and Follow 
Directions 
Listen to Distinguish Fact 
from Opinion 
Dramatize a Story 
Listen to Summarize Ideas 
Analyze Media Functions 
 

Using Reference Sources 
Using Context  
Thesaurus  
Greek and Latin Roots 
Active Voice and Passive 
Voice 
Prefixes in-, im-,  
il-, ir- 

Writing Mode  
Write to Persuade 
 
Writing Form  
Opinion Paragraph 
Problem-Solution Paragraph 
Persuasive Letter 
Persuasive Essay: Pre-write 
Persuasive Essay: 
Revise 
 
Focus Trait 
Voice  
Organization  
Ideas 
Word Choice 

Subject and Object Pronouns 
Verb Tenses 
Regular and Irregular Verbs 
Easily Confused Verbs 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  5  Unit Title 4:  Person to Person 

21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Everyone has a story to tell. 
Enduring Understanding:  1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It presents 
complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.  3. 
Authors combine facts and opinion to communicate perspectives and information. 4. Understanding of text develops over time and experience. 
Essential Questions: 1. Why does an author want to tell a story? What problems does the character face? What part do facts and opinions play in a story? How 
do you persuade people to support your ideas? How do the beliefs of a character affect a story? 

Suggested Reading:  Rules, Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Dear Mr. Henshaw , Day Book of Critical Reading and Writing Units 1, 6, & 7 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Author’s Purpose  
Story Structure 
Fact and Opinion 
Persuasion 
Understanding Characters 
Propaganda 
Tone 
 
Strategy 
Monitor/Clarify Question 
Infer/Predict 
Summarize 
Analyze/Evaluate 
 
 
 
 

Analyze Media Messages 
Prepare an Oral Summary 
Deliver Oral Summaries 
Listen Critically: Persuasive 
Techniques  
View Symbols and Images 
 

Foreign Words Used in 
English/Word Origins Using 
Reference Sources  
Analogies  
Greek and Latin Suffixes   
-ism, -ist, -able, -ible 
Idioms 

Writing Mode  
Write to Narrate 

 
Writing Form  
Friendly Letter 
Character a Description 
Personal Narrative Paragraph 
Personal Narrative: Pre-write  
Personal Narrative: Revise 
Character Sketch 
Write a description of a 
setting 
 
Focus Trait 
Voice  
Word Choice  
Ideas 

Adjectives 
Adverbs 
Prepositions and 
Prepositional Phrases 
More Kinds of Pronouns 
Contractions 
Affective verbs 
Using a dash 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  5 Unit Title 5:   Author Study 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers notice how authors use structure and organize material in the text. 
Enduring Understanding:  1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  Literature 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the 
text supports some interpretations more than others. 3. Understanding of text develops over time and experience.  4. No opinion is privileged, but some are better 
than others. 
Essential Questions: 1. What makes a book or story great?  What is the relationship between popularity and greatness in literature?  Is a “good read” always a 
great book?  2. To what extent does it matter that you do not understand the whole text?  3. Under what conditions is an interpretation of text valid?   
4.  How does literature reveal us to ourselves? 
Suggested Reading:   Dear Mr. Henshaw, Day Book of Critical Reading and Writing Units 4, 8, & 12 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Sequence of Events Theme 
Main Ideas and Details 
Cause and Effect 
Author’s Purpose 
Fact and Opinion 
Inferences 
 
 
Strategy 
Visualize 
Infer/Predict 
Summarize 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
 
 
 

Give, Restate, and Follow 
Directions 
Computer/Internet: Create 
Visuals 
Organize Ideas for a Speech 
Give a Narrative Speech 
Present a Research Report 
 

Synonyms  
Using Reference Sources  
Word Families  
Using Context  
Analogies  
 
 

Writing Mode  
Write to Inform 
 
Writing Form  
Procedural Paragraph  
Compare-Contrast Paragraphs 
Cause-and-Effect Paragraph 
Research Report: Pre-write 
Research Report:  
Revise 
 
Focus Trait 
Organization  
Ideas  
Organization 
Word Choice 

The Verbs be and have 
Perfect Tenses 
Transitions 
Making Comparisons 
Proper Mechanics 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level:  5 Unit Title 6: Animal Encounters 
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as 
both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Discovery takes many paths. 
Enduring Understanding: 1. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and questioning of the author.  You must consider and respond- 
very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or disliking. 2. Different genres (e.g. narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have 
different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  3. A good story has a pattern or plan.  4. Good readers employ 
strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: 1.Why read?  What can we learn from print?  Can all of our experiences be put into words?  Does literature primarily reflect culture or 
shape it?  To what extent is written text conservative and to what extent dangerous? 2. What is the author saying? How do I know?  What is the gist?  What is the 
main idea?  How do I read between the lines? How do I know I am getting the point and not merely imposing my views and experiences?  3. What do good 
readers do? What do they do when they do not understand? How do texts differ? How should I read different types of text? 4. What is the relationship between 
reader and writer? 
Suggested Reading:  Misty of Chincoteague, The Mouse and The Motorcycle , Day Book of Critical Reading and Writing Unit 8 

Comprehension Skills Listening, Speaking, 
& Viewing 

Vocabulary Writing Grammar 

Skill 
Text and Graphic Features 
Fact and Opinion 
Conclusions and 
Generalizations  
Main Ideas and Details 
Make inferences 
Use Context clues 
Develop opinions and 
personal interpretations 
Understand abstract concepts 
Identify and describe story 
elements 
Summarize events and details 
 
Strategy 
Visualize 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Question 
Infer/Predict 
Summarize 

Presenting a Dramatization 
Give a Persuasive Speech 
Participate in a Debate 
Oral Presentation 
Using Multimedia in an Oral 
Report 
 

Multiple-Meaning Words  
Suffixes –ness,  
-less, -ment  
Idioms  
Greek and Latin Roots Word 
Origins 
Words related to horses 

Writing Mode  
Multi-genre Writing 
 
Writing Form  
Poem 
Journal Entry  
Summary 
Multi genre Collage: Prewrite 
Multi genre Collage: Revise 
 
Focus Trait 
Word Choice  
Voice  
Ideas 
Organization  
Ideas 

Possessive Nouns 
Abbreviations 
Commas in Sentences 
More Commas 
Other Punctuation 
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 5 

 
READING LITERATURE – GRADE 5 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
• RL.5.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges 

or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
• RL.5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 

characters interact). 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.5.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
• RL.5.5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
• RL.5.6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.5.7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia 
presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

• RL.5.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
• RL.5.9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text 

• RL.5.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT – GRADE 5 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
• RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
• RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 

text based on specific information in the text. 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
• RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in two or more texts. 
• RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.5.7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently. 

• RI.5.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 

• RI.5.9. Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.5.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high 
end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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READING FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS – GRADE 5 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

• RF.5.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 

accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

Fluency 

• RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 

WRITING – GRADE 5 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  
o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the 

writer’s purpose. 
o Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

• W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
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o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

• W.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters 

to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

• W.5.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 

• W.5.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.5.7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
• W.5.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 

information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
• W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 

o Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular 
points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 
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Range of Writing 

• W.5.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – GRADE 5 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics 
and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known 
about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
o Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. 
o Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

• SL.5.2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
• SL.5.3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

• SL.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes. 

• SL.5.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
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LANGUAGE – GRADE 5 
 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.5.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
o Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 
o Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 
o Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
o Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

• L.5.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
o Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* 
o Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence. 
o Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, 

isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 
o Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

Knowledge of Language 

• L.5.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
o Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
o Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.5.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  

o Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 
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o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

• L.5.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
o Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 
o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
o Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

• L.5.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 
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Sixth Grade - Curriculum 

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers use decoding skills and other word recognition strategies to comprehend printed texts. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
doesn’t work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 
Essential Questions:  What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...… 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Vocabulary 
• Identify and use the meanings of high frequency Greek and Latin 

derived roots and affixes to determine the meaning of unknown 
words (e.g., bio, derm, anti, graph, tele) 

• Read orally from familiar text at an appropriate rate, with accuracy 
and prosody 

Prefixes and Suffixes:  Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension - Trisha Callella 
More Greek and Latin Roots:  Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension 
Vocabulary Workshop  Level A  - Jerome Shostak 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Vocabulary is acquires by actively seek the meaning of unknown words and is important facet of comprehending texts. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often, however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text 
to find the meaning.2. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: What do you do when you do not understand everything in the text? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...… 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use prior knowledge in conjunction with the following strategies to 
determine the meaning of unknown words by 
• Using illustrations to clarify meanings of words and concepts 
• Looking for and using context clues provided by synonyms and 

antonyms 
• Using knowledge of homonyms and homographs to avoid reading 

confusion  
• Using appositives 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It is important to self-monitor comprehension while reading by generating a purpose for reading. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They do not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working.  2. The 
reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  3. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions:  1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4.  How should I 
read different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
By the end of Grade 6  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use “During Reading” strategies by 
• Assimilating prior knowledge  
• Making and revising predictions 
• Rereading to clarify information  
• Seeking the meaning of unknown vocabulary 
• Analyzing story/literary elements 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  To enhance understanding of oral and written text you make adjustments in reading. (e.g., rereading to make sense, adjusting rate of 
reading, seeking the meaning of unknown vocabulary)  
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working. 
Essential Questions:  What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and......… 

 
Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use illustrations to construct meaning from text 
• Make, confirm, adjust predictions 
• Explain personal connections to the ideas or information in the 

text(s) 
• Use a graphic organizer or other note taking technique to record 

important ideas or information 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Making predictions leads to an overall understanding of printed texts.  

Enduring Understandings: :  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working.  2. Good readers 
employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions 1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ?  4. How should I 
read different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Predict likely outcomes based on clues in a text 
• Adjust previous predictions based on new information in a text 
• Identify logical, additional and/or complementary information (e.g., 

“next” chapter or section) for a text 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By identifying text features and structures you gain an overall understanding of technical and informative texts  
Enduring Understandings:  1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning 
Essential Questions:  1.What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Describe essential information from text features (e.g., title, cover, 
table of contents, glossary, index) to enhance understanding of text 

• Apply knowledge of text structures in informative/technical texts 
(definition, description,  simple cause/effect) to make meaning of text 

• Describe the unique features of various informative texts (e.g., 
newspapers, magazines, product information, consumer materials, 
manuals, editorials) 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6   
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By organizing the important points of the text via summaries, outlines, and graphic organizers you gain an overall understanding.  
Enduring Understandings: :  1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.   
2. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read different 
types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Create a graphic organizer (e.g., webs, charts) that identifies 
story/literary elements, story structure, the main idea, and supporting 
details. 

Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open-Ended Questions.  Crowell, Sheila C., 
and Ellen D. Kolba.   
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  When identifying the story elements (e.g., characters, setting, and plot) and story structures (conflict, resolution, cause/effect) and 
identifying the point of view overall understanding of literary text is obtained. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  2. A good story has a pattern or plan. 
Essential Questions 1.What do good readers do? 2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4. How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Identify character(s) in a literary text or speaker(s) in a poem  
• Describe the changes in setting (flashback) 
• Identify various types of conflict (man vs. man, man vs. society) 
• Identify conflict climax, turning point, and resolution 
• Identify significant details related to the plot to analyze the pattern of 

organization (cause/effect) 
• Distinguish between main plot and subplot 
• Identify point of view (first person, third person)  
• Describe how point of view impacts the reader 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Recognizing and interpreting figurative language and literary devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, allusion) and differentiating between 
literal and non-literal meanings leads to a deeper understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings:  Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1.What lies beneath the surface of this text?  (In fiction:  symbol and theme; in nonfiction texts:  assumptions, biases, 
preconceptions)  2. How much does this matter? 3.  How can I uncover it? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

 
Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Identify and interpret figurative language and literary devices (e.g., 
alliteration, repetition, rhythm, dialogue, rhyme, idioms, simile, 
metaphor, personification, exaggeration or hyperbole, humor, double 
meanings, symbols, imagery, and mood) 

• Describe how figurative language and literary devices extend 
meaning 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We retell a story or restate an informative text through speaking and/or writing to gain further understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great texts provide rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Different genres (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, 
expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader understand its meaning.  3. A good story has a 
pattern or plan.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text 
Essential Questions:  What does a reader gain by retelling a story? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Summarize a literary text, identifying the main and supporting 
characters, events, setting 

• Summarize the main ideas and supporting details in an 
informative/technical text 

• Analyze how an author’s use of literary devices (dialogue and 
description) and common non-literal expressions (double meanings) 
in a text affects readers 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By identifying the author’s purpose you gain an overall understanding of printed text. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
 2. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1. What lies beneath the surface of this text?  (In fiction:  symbol and theme; in nonfiction texts:  assumptions, biases, 
preconceptions)  2. How much does this matter?  3. How can I uncover it? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Describe the author’s overall purpose(s) for writing (e.g. entertain, 
describe) a text 

• Identify the intended messages of advertisements 
• Identify the difference between a stated purpose and an underlying 

reason in TV commercials and advertisements  
 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: By comparing information between and within texts you gain an overall understanding of printed text. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find the meaning.  2. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding 
a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1.What’s new and what’s old here? 2. Have we run across this idea before?   
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Compare relevant similarities and/or differences in ideas, viewpoints, 
or characters within a single text or presented in two or more texts 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It is important to discriminate between fact and opinion. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning.  2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 
Essential Questions:  Under what conditions is an interpretation of text valid? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Discriminate between facts and/or opinions in text(s)  
• Use word clues (e.g., believe, feel, think, worst, best, least, most, 

never, always) to determine that a statement is an opinion 

Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open-Ended Questions.  Crowell, Sheila C., 
and Ellen D. Kolba.   
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: By making inferences of literary text about content, events, characters, setting, and author’s purpose you gain an overall understanding 
of informative and technical printed text as well. 
Enduring Understandings: Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning. 
Essential Questions From whose viewpoint are we reading?  What is the author’s angle or perspective?  What should we do when texts or authors 
disagree? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Informative/Technical Text 
• Make strongly implied inferences about content and concrete ideas in 

a text and identify appropriate text support 
• Make reasonable predictions while reading 
• Test and revise predictions while reading further 
• Use the combination of background knowledge and explicitly stated 

information from the text to answer questions while reading  
• Make connections between conclusions drawn and other beliefs or 

knowledge 
• Make critical or analytical judgments about the reading 
• Use texts to make generalizations  

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Accepting or rejecting the validity of the information and giving supporting evidence, recognizing a variety of persuasive and 
propaganda techniques and how they are used in a variety of forms (advertising, campaigns, news formats, etc.), and by identifying the underlying 
purposes of media messages (e.g., profit vs. nonprofit, humanitarianism, support of artistry) leads to further understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning.  2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and questioning of the author.  You must consider and 
respond—very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or disliking.  3. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, 
but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 
Essential Questions: How do we know when a text is valid or true? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use date of publication to evaluate the validity and reliability of a 
source 

Use criteria to evaluate the author’s use of 
• propaganda 
• bias 
• language 
In order to determine validity and reliability of a source. 
• Identify and describe propaganda techniques (e.g., bandwagon, 

testimonial, broad generalization) 
• Identify persuasive techniques (e.g., appeal to emotion, repetition) 
• Recognize and identify how propaganda and persuasive techniques 

are used in a variety of forms (e.g., television, commercials, 
advertisements, newspapers, billboards, magazines) to enhance the 
meaning of a text 

• Analyze the fairness and trustworthiness of an author’s message 
(author’s bias) 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
.   
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• Analyze how propaganda and persuasive techniques and author’s 
choices (e.g., word choices) shape readers’ understandings  

• Identify the information that needs to be checked for accuracy (e.g., 
data, statistics, sources) 

• Analyze the author’s inclusion of logical and/or emotional arguments 
• Analyze ambiguous information in text 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We connect to experiences of literary characters by explaining the reasons for a character’s actions. We identify with characters when 
we respond to the sensory, intellectual, and emotional elements within literature. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide 
greater insight into the text and/or the issues raised.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s 
interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: How does literature reveal us to ourselves? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

 
Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Draw on prior knowledge and experience to connect personally to 
text (text-to-self connections) 

• Draw on prior knowledge of the world to make text-to-world 
connections 

• Draw on prior knowledge of media (other books, TV, movies) to 
make text-to-text connections 

• Apply information from text to real life situations (text-to-self, text-
to-world connections) in order to make meaning of text  

• Employ reading strategies (e.g., skimming, scanning) to locate and 
apply information in varied print and non-print (e.g., computers, 
electronic media, interviews) sources for inquiry projects and other 
authentic tasks Revisit text to search for connections between and 
among ideas 

• Find and explain personal connections to the topics, events, 
characters, actions, ideas or information in the text 

• Describe the reasons for a character’s actions in a literary text, 
critically analyzing the text 

• Make and support relevant connections between the reader’s 
personal situations and motivations of characters in a text 

• Use ideas from the text to analyze personal responses to literature 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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(text-to-self connections) 
• Compare personal experiences and knowledge of the world (text-to-

world connections) to make and support judgments about concepts 
in: 
o Literary text (e.g., character’s actions, morals of narratives or 

poems) 
o Nonfiction 

 
o As a result of reading a literary text, students will connect to 

other texts using the following as guides for connections: 
o What does this remind me of in another book I’ve read? 
o How is this text similar to other things I’ve read? 
o How is this different from other books I’ve read? 
o Have I read about something like this before? 

• Seek other texts and media with similar themes and connections 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print using critical and divergent thinking, and by 
assimilating prior knowledge to draw conclusions. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide that 
provide greater insight into the text and/or the issues raised.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience. 
Essential Questions What is the relationship between reader and writer? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use prior knowledge of a concept along with information in a text 
to draw conclusions (including implied main ideas) that require 
analysis and/or evaluation. 

. 
 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print, speech, and mass media by acknowledging the 
possibility of a variety of interpretations of the same text; proposing other interpretations as valid if supported by the text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than 
others.  2. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  They not 
only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working. 
Essential Questions: Under what conditions is an interpretation of text valid? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Analyze texts by reading and reacting to passages from a piece of 
text and  interpretations of that same work 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print, speech, and mass media by evaluating the literary 
merit of various texts and media presentations, recognizing literary merit. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed 
Essential Questions: 1.What makes a book or story great?  2. What is the relationship between popularity and greatness in literature?  3. Is a 
“good read” always a great book? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read a variety of texts and rate them using these criteria to 
determine their literary merit: 

o has details 
o has clear, distinctive characters 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers connect to experiences of literary characters by relating to the feelings of characters of varying ages, genders, nationalities, 
races, cultures, religions, and disabilities. 
Enduring Understandings:  1.What is the relationship between reader and writer? 

Essential Questions:  1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide greater 
insight into the text and/or the issues raised. 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read and compare stories from different cultures and eras to 
broaden cultural awareness 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the experiences and feelings of 
fictional characters (e.g., show empathy for, disagree with, compare 
to personal or other familiar experiences) based on age, gender, 
nationalities, races, cultures, and/or disabilities 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers understand the differences among genres leads to greater understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions How do different genres affect the author’s message or meaning? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use knowledge of distinctive characteristics of various genres 
including but not limited to 

o fiction (e.g., short story, poetry, folk tale, novels, fable, 
myth, science fiction, historic fiction, and realistic fiction) 

o literary nonfiction (e.g., letter, magazine) 
o drama, one-act plays, and skits to explain the meaning of 

the text 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers interpret the impact of the author’s decisions such as word choice, style, content, and literary elements. Readers understand the 
author’s intent in choosing a particular genre. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find the meaning.  2. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding 
a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning 
Essential Questions:  1. What is the author saying? 2. How do I know?  3. What is the gist?  4. What is the main idea?  5. How do I read between 
the lines? 6. How do I know I am getting the point and not merely imposing my views and experience? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Describe characteristics and elements of various literary forms 
including short stories, poetry, essays, plays, speeches, novels, and 
graphic literature.   

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
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The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Literary texts and media representing the diversity of American cultural heritage inclusive of ages, genders, nationalities, races, 
religions, and disabilities and literary text and media representative of various nations and cultures give us a deeper understanding of others. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 
Essential Questions:  1. How do texts about other ages, genders, nationalities, races, religions, and disabilities tell experiences similar to mine? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read and analyze stories from different cultures and eras to broaden 
cultural awareness 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
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Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
 

 
 
 



116 
 

 
 
 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers use literature as a resource for shaping decisions. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining 
conversation with and questioning of the author.  One must consider and respond—very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or 
disliking. 
Essential Questions:  How does literature help us shape decisions? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 6  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read stories and relate characters’ experiences to shape own 
decisions by asking questions: 

o I felt like that character when I…. 
o If that happened to me, I would…. 
o I can relate to that character because one time…. 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Research requires identifying and locating a variety of sources including printed materials, personal interviews, oral reporting, forums, 
and technological forms of information. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good research comes from a variety of sources.  2. Students employ strategies to help them research information.  
3. Students critically select information from a variety of sources. 

Essential Questions:  1. Why conduct research?  2. Why use technology for research? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies 
• Use multiple sources of information (books, television, 

videos/DVDs, resource people, cassettes, dictionaries, recordings, 
encyclopedias, and available databases) 

• Select appropriate sources (e.g., dictionaries, encyclopedias, 
interviews, observations, electronic media, computer databases)  

• Use text features (e.g., guide words, indices, glossaries, key words, 
table of contents, cross references, appendices) to access 
information 

• Use traditional and electronic search tools 
• Use teacher-selected Internet sites and data bases to access 

information 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Writers develop and use procedures to gather information and ideas for research completion. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers employ strategies to help them research information.  2. Good researchers start with a clear 
purpose, topic, and audience when doing research. 
Essential Questions: 1. In what ways do researchers gather information? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Gather information from more than one source 
• Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies 
• Extract information (e.g., take notes, make copies) 
• Organize and interpret gathered information using various graphic 

organizers (e.g., outlining, webbing) 
 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers extract information to achieve a specific and relevant  purpose. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good researchers start with a clear purpose, topic, and audience when doing research.  2. Good researchers extract 
information from sources and draw logical conclusions. 
Essential Questions: 1. Why conduct research?  2. What is the purpose for research? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Select and use various organizers (e.g., web, chart) to manage 
information 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Presenters use technology to synthesize information into a meaningful format to express ideas and experiences, and to create text, 
drawings, graphs, diagrams, photographs, videos and graphics, and other media presentations. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good research is shared in effective ways with intended audiences and for specific purposes. 
Essential Questions:  1. How can the use of technology enhance research?  2. Why use technology for research? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use technology to synthesize information by 
o making a graphic organizer 

• Use various forms of technology  
o word processing 

§ to formulate writing and/or communicate 
knowledge of products  

o creating power points 
o pod casts 
o taking, downloading and inserting digital media 

 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers present information which is sufficient in quantity and depth to achieve a specific purpose, avoiding plagiarism. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers present information without plagiarizing.  2. Good research is shared in effective ways with 
intended audiences for specific purposes. 
Essential Questions:  1. Why do good researchers avoid plagiarizing? 2. How do good researchers properly cite sources. 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Decide how the information fits together 
 

Elements of Language, Introductory Course - Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers establish criteria by which sources and information can be analyzed for accuracy, bias, stereotypes, and validity. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers check information for accuracy and validity.  2. Good researchers have criteria to determine 
sources that are authoritative 
Essential Questions:1. How does a researcher know information is accurate?  2. Why check for validity and accuracy?  3.  What is an 
authoritative source? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• With teacher assistance, analyze source and information for 
accuracy, bias, stereotypes, and validity 

• Evaluate information in terms of credibility and accuracy 
 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Researchers interpret information as appropriate to a specific purpose. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers start with a clear purpose, topic, and audience when doing research. 
Essential Questions1. How does a researcher know information is accurate?  2. What is the purpose of research? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use retrieved information to accomplish a specific purpose 
• Prioritize sources  based on relevance 
• Reevaluate their positions on a topic and their research strategy 
• Consider whether they have uncovered any worthwhile information 

that might take their research in a different direction 
• Consider whether they have uncovered any worthwhile information 

that has caused them to see their topic from a new perspective 
• Consider whether research needs to be redirected in any way based 

on material uncovered 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers draw conclusions based upon information relevant to a specific purpose and formulate logical conclusions based upon 
information relevant to a specific purpose. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good researchers extract information from sources and draw logical conclusions. 

Essential Questions:  1. What is a logical conclusion? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use prior knowledge of a concept along with information in a text 
to analyze the effect of an author’s use of basic formatting and 
design techniques (e.g., paragraphing, headings/ subheadings, 
pictures/illustrations, columns, font styles [bold, underline, italics, 
caps], punctuation choices) 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Presenters orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences for a variety of purposes. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Audience and purpose (e.g., inform, persuade, entertain) influence communication. 2. Oral discourse helps to 
shape our lives and build connections to others. Mastery of oral discourse can open up opportunities to individuals. 3. A speaker’s word choice and 
style are characteristics of voice which help to personalize the message. 
Essential Questions  1. Why share written ideas orally?  2. Why am I speaking? 3.  For whom? 4.  What am I trying to achieve through my 
speech?  5. Who is my audience? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Choose words and use voice appropriate to 
audience and purpose (e.g.,  inform, persuade, entertain)  

• Speak and listen for a variety of audiences 
(e.g., classroom, real-life) and purposes (e.g., awareness, 
enjoyment, information, problem solving) 

• Identify and discuss criteria for effective oral 
presentations (e.g., eye contact, projection, tone, volume, rate, 
articulation) 

• Read aloud effectively from previously-read 
material 

• Perform dramatic readings and presentations 
• Participate in group readings (e.g., choral, 

echo, shadow) 
 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A -  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  Avi   
The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories Harold, and 
George Herzog 
The City of Ember, -  Jeanne  DuPrau 
Shakespeare for Young People:  Julius Caesar  -  Diane Davidson 
The Black Pearl  -  Scott O’Dell 
Courage at Indian Deep   - Jane Resh Thomas 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Audiences use various tools to gain full meaning of an oral presentation. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Speakers do not always say what they mean.  Indirect forms of expression (e.g., eye contact, hand gestures, facial 
expressions) require the audience to read between the lines to find the intended meaning.   
Essential Questions:  1. What makes a good speech? 2. How is oral language different from spoken language? 3. What is the relationship between 
speaker and listener? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Follow basic directions 
• Listen attentively by making eye contact, 

facing the speaker, asking questions,  paraphrasing what is said and 
organizing for clarity 

• Ask and respond to questions from teachers 
and other group members 

• Listen to and respond to a variety of media 
including books, audiotapes, videos, and other age-appropriate 
publications 

• Retell stories and reports of events in proper 
sequence  

• Identify the intended messages of 
advertisements 

• Listen attentively (e.g., make eye contact, 
face the speaker, ask questions, paraphrase) 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Development of vocabulary and the ability to use words, phrases, idioms, and various grammatical structures is a means of improving 
communication. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. A speaker’s word choice and style are characteristic of voice which helps to personalize the message. 

Essential Questions:  1. How do authors use the resources of language to impact an audience? 2. Why is a comprehensive vocabulary important 
to effective reading, writing, listening, and speaking? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use words that reflect a growing range of 
interests and knowledge  

• Clarify and explain words and ideas  
• Give and follow oral directions  
• Use complex sentence structure  
• Use appropriate syntax 
• Consult dictionaries, thesauruses, and other 

resources to find and compare definitions, choose among 
synonyms, and spell words correctly  

• Use knowledge of roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes to interpret and convey the meaning of words  

• Use punctuation marks that distinguish statements, questions, 
exclamations, and commands 

Vocabulary Workshop - Level A,  Jerome Shostak 
Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing.  Claggett, Fran, Louann 
Reid, and Ruth Vinz.   
Constructing Responses to Open Ended Questions , Sheila Crowell and 
Ellen Kolba 
Better Sentence Structure Through Diagramming, Mark Dressel and 
Greg Carnevale 
Daily Language Workouts 6, Pat Sebranak and Dave Kemper 
Elements of Language, Introductory Course, Lee Odell, et al. 
Prefixes and Suffixes: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension, Trisha Callelella  
More Greek and Latin Roots: Teaching Vocabulary to Improve 
Comprehension 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 6  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Participating effectively in a discussion requires certain behaviors. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Discussion creates a greater understanding of a variety of topics. 2. Learning is about sharing different views and 
actively listening to those with different views. 
Essential Questions:  1. How can I communicate so others will listen? 2. How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 3. Why share 
written ideas orally? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 6 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Initiate conversation with peers and adults  
• Follow rules for conversation  
• Participate in a variety of roles in group 

discussions (e.g., active listener, contributor, discussion leader) 
• Use appropriate voice level in group settings  
• Volunteer relevant information, ask relevant 

questions, and answer questions directly  
• Use appropriate eye contact and other 

nonverbal cues  
 

Elements of Language, Introductory Course - Holt 
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Additional Resources 
Cam Jansen series – David A. Adler 
Magic Tree House series – Mary Pope Osborne 
The Boxcar Children series – Gertrude Chandler Warner 
Marvin Redpost series – Louis Sachar 
My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
On the Far Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
Waiting for Normal – Leslie Connor 
Everett Anderson’s Friend – Lucille Clifton 
Class Clown – Johanna Hurwitz 
Encyclopedia Brown Takes the Cake! – Donald J. Sobol 
On My Honor – Marion Dane Bauer 
The Big Wave – Pearl S. Buck 
The Family Under the Bridge – Natalie Savage Carlson 
Dear Mr. Henshaw – Beverly Cleary 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
The Twits – Roald Dahl 
One-Eyed Cat – Paula Fox 
King of the Wind – Marguerite Henry 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler – E.L. 
Konigsburg 
Homer Price – Robert McCloskey 
The Cricket in Times Square – George Seldon 
Help! I’m Trapped in My Gym Teacher’s Body – Todd Strasser 
Song of the Trees – Mildred D. Taylor 
Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White 

Stuart Little – E.B. White 
Tuck Everlasting – Natalie Babbitt 
Bud, Not Buddy – Christopher Paul Curtis 
Julie of the Wolves – Jean Craighead George 
Holes – Louis Sachar 
The Cay – Theodore Taylor 
Abel’s Island – William Steig 
The Sign of the Beaver – Elizabeth George Speare 
Bridge to Terabithia – Katherine Paterson 
Philip Hall likes me. I reckon maybe. – Bette Greene 
Lily’s Crossing – Patricia Reilly Giff 
Ramona and Her Father – Beverly Cleary 
A  Stranger Came Ashore – Mollie Hunter 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis 
Island of the Blue Dolphins – Scott O’Dell 
Maroo of the Winter Caves – Ann Turnbull 
Call It Courage – Armstrong Sperry 
Sarah Bishop – Scott O’Dell 
Anne of Green Gables – L.M. Montgomery 
A Year Down Yonder – Richard Peck 
A Long Way from Chicago – Richard Peck 
Blue Willow – Doris Gates 
Number the Stars – Lois Lowry 
Out of the Dust – Karen Hesse 
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 6 

 

READING LITERATURE – GRADE 6 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 

personal opinions or judgments. 

• RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the 

plot moves toward a resolution. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

• RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of 

the theme, setting, or plot. 

• RL.6.6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 



131 
 

• RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the 

text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

• RL.6.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.6.9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their 

approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.6.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 

READING INFORMATIONAL – GRADE 6 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 

opinions or judgments. 

• RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or 

anecdotes). 

Craft and Structure 
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• RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

• RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development 

of the ideas. 

• RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent 

understanding of a topic or issue. 

• RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from 

claims that are not. 

• RI.6.9. Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same 

person). 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.6.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range. 

 

WRITING – GRADE 6 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
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o Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 

o Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 

• W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content.  

o Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

o Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented. 

• W.6.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-

structured event sequences.  

o Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 

unfolds naturally and logically. 

o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

o Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

o Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events. 

o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
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Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

• W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 

• W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 

sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.6.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

• W.6.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 

and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

• W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 

historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

o Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 

Range of Writing 

• W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING – GRADE 6 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the 

topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

o Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

o Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

o Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

• SL.6.2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a 

topic, text, or issue under study. 

• SL.6.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are 

not. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• SL.6.4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or 

themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

• SL.6.5.. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in presentations to clarify information. 

• SL.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
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LANGUAGE – GRADE 6 

 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

o Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.* 

o Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).* 

o Recognize variations from Standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language.* 

• L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*  

o Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 

• L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

o Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.* 

o Maintain consistency in style and tone.* 
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 

o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

o Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 

• L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

o Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

o Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

o Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

thrifty). 

• L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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Seventh Grade - Curriculum 

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers use decoding skills and other word recognition strategies to comprehend printed texts. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
doesn’t work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 
Essential Questions:  What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...… 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Vocabulary 
• Identify and use the meanings of high frequency Greek and Latin 

derived roots and affixes to determine the meaning of unknown 
words (e.g., bio, derm, anti, graph, tele) 

• Read orally from familiar text at an appropriate rate, with accuracy 
and prosody 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level B  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers self-monitor comprehension while reading by generating a purpose for reading. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They do not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working.  2. The 
reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  3. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions:  1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4.  How should I 
read different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
By the end of Grade 7  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use prior knowledge in conjunction with the following strategies to 
determine the meaning of unknown words by 
• Reading and rereading other sentences in the text to identify and use  

words that help unlock the meaning of unknown words 
• Using word cues (e.g., metaphors, similes) 
• Selecting the correct definition of words that have multiple meanings 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level B  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It is important to self-monitor comprehension while reading by generating a purpose for reading. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They do not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working.  2. The 
reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  3. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions:  1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4.  How should I 
read different types of texts? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use “During Reading” strategies by 
• Summarizing  
• Adjusting reading rate 
• Using mental imagery 
• Analyzing story/literary elements and text structure 

Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  To enhance understanding of oral and written text you make adjustments in reading. (e.g., rereading to make sense, adjusting rate of 
reading, seeking the meaning of unknown vocabulary)  
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working. 
Essential Questions:  What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and......… 

 
Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Visualize what was read for a deeper understanding 
• Reread difficult parts slowly and carefully 
• Restate in own words the main events in the text 
• Periodically summarize while reading 
 

Elements of Language - Holt 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Making predictions leads to an overall understanding of printed texts.  
Enduring Understandings: :  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working.  2. Good readers 
employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions 1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ?  4. How should I 
read different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Predict likely outcomes based knowledge of text structure 
 

NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By identifying text features and structures you gain an overall understanding of technical and informative texts  
Enduring Understandings:  1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning 
Essential Questions:  1.What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Apply essential information from text features (e.g.,  captions, 
chapter headings, title, illustrations, graphics, and format) to enhance 
understanding of text 

• Apply knowledge of text structures in informative/technical texts 
(sequence/chronological order, comparison, cause/effect) to make 
meaning of text 

• Analyze the unique features of various informative texts (e.g., 
newspapers and manuals)  to enhance understanding of the text 

 

Various nonfiction texts and newspapers 
Student textbooks for Science and Social Studies 
Vocabulary Workshop Level B  
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7   
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By organizing the important points of the text via summaries, outlines, and graphic organizers you gain an overall understanding.  

Enduring Understandings: :  1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.   
2. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read different 
types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Create graphic organizers to assist in comprehension of a text. 
• Summarize a text capturing the most important parts of the original 

piece. 

Various nonfiction texts 
Novel Study Guides 
Elements of Language – Holt 
Ask Coach – Triumph 
Writing Traits 
Writing Projects including but not limited to free write, essays and 
projects related to texts and themes. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  When identifying the story elements (e.g., characters, setting, and plot) and story structures (conflict, resolution, cause/effect) and 
identifying the point of view overall understanding of literary text is obtained. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  2. A good story has a pattern or plan. 
Essential Questions 1.What do good readers do? 2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4. How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Describe the roles (major, minor) characters play in a literary text 
• Identify various types of conflict (man vs. nature) 
• Identify conflict climax, turning point, and resolution 
• Identify significant details related to the plot to analyze the pattern of 

organization (compare/contrast, sequence)  
• Describe how point of view affects a literary text (e.g., how a story 

would be different if told from a different point of view) 

English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Recognizing and interpreting figurative language and literary devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, allusion) and differentiating between 
literal and non-literal meanings leads to a deeper understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings:  Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1.What lies beneath the surface of this text?  (In fiction:  symbol and theme; in nonfiction texts:  assumptions, biases, 
preconceptions)  2. How much does this matter? 3.  How can I uncover it? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

 
Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Identify and interpret figurative language and literary devices (e.g., 
alliteration, repetition, rhythm, dialogue, rhyme, idioms, simile, 
metaphor, personification,  exaggeration or hyperbole, humor, double 
meanings, , symbols, imagery and mood) 

• Describe how figurative language and literary devices extend 
meaning 

English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We retell a story or restate an informative text through speaking and/or writing to gain further understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great texts provide rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Different genres (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, 
expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader understand its meaning.  3. A good story has a 
pattern or plan.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text 
Essential Questions:  What does a reader gain by retelling a story? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Summarize the strongly implied reasons for why or how events 
happen in a literary text  

• Retell/restate in order the important events in a text 
• Analyze how an author’s use of common non-literal expressions 

(figurative language) in a text affects readers 
• Analyze the impact of specific figurative and non-literal expressions 

on the meaning of text 

English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By identifying the author’s purpose you gain an overall understanding of printed text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
 2. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 

Essential Questions:  1. What lies beneath the surface of this text?  (In fiction:  symbol and theme; in nonfiction texts:  assumptions, biases, 
preconceptions)  2. How much does this matter?  3. How can I uncover it? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Describe the author’s overall purpose(s) for writing (e.g., persuade, 
inform) a text 

• Identify the intended messages of entertainment programs 
• Describe how the author’s purposes shape the content 
 

Write Traits – Great Source 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: By comparing information between and within texts you gain an overall understanding of printed text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find the meaning.  2. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding 
a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1.What’s new and what’s old here? 2. Have we run across this idea before?   
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Compare relevant similarities and/or differences in ideas, viewpoints, 
purposes, plots, settings, or characters presented in two or more texts 

• Analyze changes in characters (e.g., change in attitude, situation) 

NJ ASK Coach – Triumph Learning 
Nonfiction Text and Newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It is important to discriminate between fact and opinion. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning.  2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 
Essential Questions:  Under what conditions is an interpretation of text valid? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Discriminate between subtle opinions in text(s)  
• Identify facts in a text and determine their relevance to the issue 
 

English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Nonfiction Texts and Newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: By making inferences of literary text about content, events, characters, setting, and author’s purpose you gain an overall understanding 
of informative and technical printed text as well. 
Enduring Understandings: Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning. 
Essential Questions From whose viewpoint are we reading?  What is the author’s angle or perspective?  What should we do when texts or authors 
disagree? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Informative/Technical Text 
• Make inferences about author’s decisions (e.g., paragraphing, 

quotations, organization of text, formatting devices, mode of 
development used)  

• Create self-motivated interpretations of text that are adapted as 
they continue to read and after they read 

Literary Text 
• Make strongly implied inferences about content and abstract 

ideas in a text and identify appropriate text support 
• Make reasonable predictions while reading 
• Test and revise predictions while reading 
• Use the combination of background knowledge and explicitly 

stated information from the text to answer questions while 
reading 

• Create self-motivated interpretations of text that are adapted 
while reading and after reading 

• Identify how author’s choices affect theme 

Nonfiction Texts, Newspapers, Social Studies and Science Texts 
NJ ASK Coach 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Accepting or rejecting the validity of the information and giving supporting evidence, recognizing a variety of persuasive and 
propaganda techniques and how they are used in a variety of forms (advertising, campaigns, news formats, etc.), and by identifying the underlying 
purposes of media messages (e.g., profit vs. nonprofit, humanitarianism, support of artistry) leads to further understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning.  2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and questioning of the author.  You must consider and 
respond—very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or disliking.  3. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, 
but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 
Essential Questions: How do we know when a text is valid or true? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use criteria to evaluate the validity and reliability of primary and 
secondary source information  

• Use criteria to evaluate author’s credibility in order to determine 
validity and reliability of a source 

• Use criteria to evaluate author’s perspective in order to determine 
validity and reliability of a source 

• Use criteria to evaluate the author’s use of  logic, bias, language, and 
motives in order to determine validity and reliability of a source 

• Identify and describe propaganda techniques (e.g., exaggeration/ 
hyperbole) 

• Identify persuasive techniques (e.g., cause/effect, rhetorical question) 
• Recognize and identify how propaganda and persuasive techniques 

are used in a variety of forms (e.g., movies, catalogues and 
packaging) to enhance the meaning of a text 

• Analyze the completeness, accuracy, and/or clarity of the information 
in a text 

• Identify and analyze information that needs to be checked for 
accuracy (e.g., data, statistics, sources) 

 

Research projects and papers 
Nonfiction sources including but not limited to: Science and Social 
Studies Texts, newspapers and extension texts on themes and novels. 
Persuasive essay writing 
Media sources including but not limited to: YouTube, Teacher Tube, 
United Streaming. 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We connect to experiences of literary characters by explaining the reasons for a character’s actions. We identify with characters when 
we respond to the sensory, intellectual, and emotional elements within literature. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide 
greater insight into the text and/or the issues raised.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s 
interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: How does literature reveal us to ourselves? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

 
Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Connect and synthesize information across texts to generate new 
information/new ideas or expand prior knowledge (text-to-text 
connections and text-to-self connections) 
• Synthesize information by comparing, eliminating and merging 
disparate pieces into one coherent whole 
• Use information in a text to develop a logical opinion 
• Analyze the effect of the author’s use of imagery and figurative 

language on a reader 

Student reading notes 
NJ ASK Coach 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print using critical and divergent thinking, and by 
assimilating prior knowledge to draw conclusions. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide that 
provide greater insight into the text and/or the issues raised.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience. 

Essential Questions What is the relationship between reader and writer? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use prior knowledge of a concept along with information in a text to: 
• Analyze the author’s viewpoint or attitude toward a topic or idea 

when strongly implied 
• Describe the effect of an author’s use of basic formatting and design 

techniques (e.g., paragraphing, headings/subheadings, pictures/ 
illustrations, columns, font styles [bold, underline, italics, caps], 
punctuation choices) 

NJ ASK Coach 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Vocabulary Workshop Level B 
Nonfiction Texts and newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print, speech, and mass media by acknowledging the 
possibility of a variety of interpretations of the same text; proposing other interpretations as valid if supported by the text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than 
others.  2. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  They not 
only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working. 
Essential Questions: Under what conditions is an interpretation of text valid? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Listen to and critique opposing interpretations of the same piece of 
text and consider, through classroom dialogue and independent 
reading, how these opinions were formed 

• Compare and contrast opposing interpretations of the same reading 
and consider how these opinions were formed through classroom 
dialogue and independent writing 

 

NJ ASK Coach 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Vocabulary Workshop Level B 
Nonfiction Texts and newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print, speech, and mass media by evaluating the literary 
merit of various texts and media presentations, recognizing literary merit. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed 

Essential Questions: 1.What makes a book or story great?  2. What is the relationship between popularity and greatness in literature?  3. Is a 
“good read” always a great book? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Read a variety of texts and rate them using these criteria to determine 
their literary merit: 
• has a unique writing style 
• has a purpose 
• is understandable 
 

6+1 Traits Writing Rubric 
NJ Registered Holistic Scoring Rubric 
NJ ASK Coach 
Write Traits Student Trade book 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers connect to experiences of literary characters by relating to the feelings of characters of varying ages, genders, nationalities, 
races, cultures, religions, and disabilities. 
Enduring Understandings:  1.What is the relationship between reader and writer? 
Essential Questions:  1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide greater 
insight into the text and/or the issues raised. 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Compare works of literature from the same historical period written 
by authors from different (cultural, generational and gender) 
perspectives 

NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Nonfiction Texts and Newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson  
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen  
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers understand the differences among genres leads to greater understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions How do different genres affect the author’s message or meaning? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use knowledge of distinctive characteristics of various genres including 
but not limited to 
• fiction (e.g., short story, poetry, novels, fable, myth,  science fiction, 

historic fiction, and realistic fiction) 
• literary nonfiction (e.g., magazine, autobiography) 
• drama (e.g., classic and/or contemporary multi-act plays) to explain 

the meaning of the text 

Independent reading selections 
Nonfiction Texts 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers interpret the impact of the author’s decisions such as word choice, style, content, and literary elements. Readers understand the 
author’s intent in choosing a particular genre. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find the meaning.  2. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding 
a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning 
Essential Questions:  1. What is the author saying? 2. How do I know?  3. What is the gist?  4. What is the main idea?  5. How do I read between 
the lines? 6. How do I know I am getting the point and not merely imposing my views and experience? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Analyze the effect of author’s choices (word and content) on the 
reader 

• Describe how the author’s writing style influences the reader 
• Compare styles among texts to determine effects of author’s choices 
• Describe the most likely reason an author uses a particular genre in a 

given situation 

Various nonfiction texts 
Novel Study Guides 
Elements of Language – Holt 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Write Traits Student Trait Book 
Nonfiction Texts and Newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Literary texts and media representing the diversity of American cultural heritage inclusive of ages, genders, nationalities, races, 
religions, and disabilities and literary text and media representative of various nations and cultures give us a deeper understanding of others. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 
Essential Questions:  1. How do texts about other ages, genders, nationalities, races, religions, and disabilities tell experiences similar to mine? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Sympathize with experiences and feelings of fictional characters 
based on age, gender, nationalities, races, cultures, and/or disabilities 

• Compare works of literature from the same historical period written 
by authors from different (cultural, generational and gender) 
perspectives 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level B  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson  
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen  
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
With extension exercises related to the time period 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers use literature as a resource for shaping decisions. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining 
conversation with and questioning of the author.  One must consider and respond—very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or 
disliking. 
Essential Questions:  How does literature help us shape decisions? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 7  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read stories and relate characters’ experiences to shape own 
decisions by asking questions: 
§ I felt like that character when I…. 
§ If that happened to me, I would…. 
§ I can relate to that character because one time…. 

Student notebooks, discussions, study guides 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Research requires identifying and locating a variety of sources including printed materials, personal interviews, oral reporting, forums, 
and technological forms of information. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good research comes from a variety of sources.  2. Students employ strategies to help them research information.  
3. Students critically select information from a variety of sources. 
Essential Questions:  1. Why conduct research?  2. Why use technology for research? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Evaluate the usefulness and qualities of sources 
 

Elements of Language  - Holt 
Research Projects 
Nonfiction Texts 
Media Sources 

 
 
 
 
 
 



163 
 

 
 
 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Writers develop and use procedures to gather information and ideas for research completion. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers employ strategies to help them research information.  2. Good researchers start with a clear 
purpose, topic, and audience when doing research. 
Essential Questions: 1. In what ways do researchers gather information? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Select and refine a topic for research 
• Determine a clear purpose, topic and audience for research 
• Record sources in a standard bibliographic format 
 

Elements of Language  - Holt 
Research Projects 
Nonfiction Texts 
Media Sources 

 
 
 
 
 
 



164 
 

 
 
 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers extract information to achieve a specific and relevant  purpose. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good researchers start with a clear purpose, topic, and audience when doing research.  2. Good researchers extract 
information from sources and draw logical conclusions. 
Essential Questions: 1. Why conduct research?  2. What is the purpose for research? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Create own system for organizing information Student notebooks 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Presenters use technology to synthesize information into a meaningful format to express ideas and experiences, and to create text, 
drawings, graphs, diagrams, photographs, videos and graphics, and other media presentations. 
Enduring Understandings: :  1. Good research is shared in effective ways with intended audiences and for specific purposes. 
Essential Questions:  1. How can the use of technology enhance research?  2. Why use technology for research? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

 Use technology to synthesize information by 
• making an outline 
 
Use various forms of technology  
• presentation programs 
 
to formulate writing and/or communicate knowledge of products 

Elements of Language  - Holt 
Power Point, YouTube, Teacher Tube, United Streaming 
NJ Clicks Library database 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers present information which is sufficient in quantity and depth to achieve a specific purpose, avoiding plagiarism. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers present information without plagiarizing.  2. Good research is shared in effective ways with 
intended audiences for specific purposes. 
Essential Questions:  1. Why do good researchers avoid plagiarizing? 2. How do good researchers properly cite sources. 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Decide how the information would best be presented 
• Recognize the need to put information from sources in their own 

words 
• List sources of information in bibliographic form 
• Present gathered information in an oral or written format, which 

§ Uses sentences organized in paragraph form to tell about a 
designated topic 

§ Incorporates information from more than one source 
§ Includes information relevant to topic and purpose 
§ Identifies source of information 
§ Fulfills the identified purpose as clearly indicated in the topic 

sentence 

Elements of Language  - Holt 
Power Point, YouTube, Teacher Tube, United Streaming 
NJ Clicks Library database 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers establish criteria by which sources and information can be analyzed for accuracy, bias, stereotypes, and validity. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers check information for accuracy and validity.  2. Good researchers have criteria to determine 
sources that are authoritative 
Essential Questions1. How does a researcher know information is accurate?  2. Why check for validity and accuracy?  3.  What is an authoritative 
source? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Differentiate fact from fiction 
• Independently select sources which are authoritative from teacher 

selected data bases (e.g., UD Library Search)   
• Use information to express ideas relevant to specific purpose 
• Evaluate information in terms of credibility and accuracy 
 

Elements of Language  - Holt 
Power Point, YouTube, Teacher Tube, United Streaming 
NJ Clicks Library database 
NJ ASK Coach 
Nonfiction texts and sources 
Research Projects  
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Researchers interpret information as appropriate to a specific purpose. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers start with a clear purpose, topic, and audience when doing research. 

Essential Questions1. How does a researcher know information is accurate?  2. What is the purpose of  research? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use retrieved information to accomplish a specific purpose 
• Prioritize sources  based on relevance 
• Reevaluate their positions on a topic and their research strategy 
• Consider whether they have uncovered any worthwhile information 

that might take their research in a different direction 
• Consider whether they have uncovered any worthwhile information 

that has caused them to see their topic from a new perspective 
• Consider whether research needs to be redirected in any way 

based on material uncovered 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level B  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Nonfiction Sources 
Research Projects 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers draw conclusions based upon information relevant to a specific purpose and formulate logical conclusions based upon 
information relevant to a specific purpose. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good researchers extract information from sources and draw logical conclusions. 

Essential Questions:  1. What is a logical conclusion? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use prior knowledge of a concept along with information in a text to 
• Draw conclusions (including implied main ideas) that require 

analysis and/or evaluation 
• Analyze the author’s viewpoint or attitude toward a topic or idea 

when strongly implied 
 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level B  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Nonfiction Sources 
Research Projects 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Presenters orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences for a variety of purposes. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Audience and purpose (e.g., inform, persuade, entertain) influence communication. 2. Oral discourse helps to 
shape our lives and build connections to others. Mastery of oral discourse can open up opportunities to individuals. 3. A speaker’s word choice and 
style are characteristics of voice which help to personalize the message. 
Essential Questions  1. Why share written ideas orally?  2. Why am I speaking?  For whom?  What am I trying to achieve through my speech?  
Who is my audience? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Choose words and use voice appropriate to audience and purpose 
(e.g.,  inform, persuade, entertain)  

• Speak and listen for a variety of audiences (e.g., classroom, real-life) 
and purposes (e.g., awareness, enjoyment, information, problem 
solving) 

• Speaking from notes or a brief outline, communicate precise 
information and accurate instructions in clearly organized sequenced 
detail 

• Present autobiographical or fictional stories that recount events 
effectively to large and small audiences 

 

Write Traits Student Trait book 
English Workshop Activities 
6+1 Traits and Rubrics 
Research Projects and Presentations 
Group and Collaborative Work 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Audiences use various tools to gain full meaning of an oral presentation. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Speakers do not always say what they mean.  Indirect forms of expression (e.g., eye contact, hand gestures, facial 
expressions) require the audience to read between the lines to find the intended meaning.   
Essential Questions:  1. What makes a good speech? 2. How is oral language different from spoken language? 3. What is the relationship between 
speaker and listener? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Ask and respond to questions from teachers and other group 
members  

• Summarize information conveyed in an oral communication 
accounting for key ideas, structure, and relationship of parts to the 
whole 

• Engage in communication to clarify thoughts, solve problems, make 
decisions, discuss issues, and extend understandings  

• Identify the intended messages of entertainment 
Distinguish fact from fantasy and fact from opinion 

Group, partner and class discussion 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Development of vocabulary and the ability to use words, phrases, idioms, and various grammatical structures is a means of improving 
communication. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. A speaker’s word choice and style are characteristic of voice which helps to personalize the message. 

Essential Questions:  1. How do authors use the resources of language to impact an audience? 2. Why is a comprehensive vocabulary important 
to effective reading, writing, listening, and speaking? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use words that reflect a growing range of interests and knowledge  
• Clarify and explain words and ideas  
• Give and follow oral directions  
• Use complex sentence structure  
• Use appropriate noun/verb agreement, verb tense, pronouns, prefixes 

and suffixes 
• Consult dictionaries, thesauruses, and other resources to find and 

compare definitions, choose among synonyms, and spell words 
correctly  

• Use knowledge of roots, prefixes, and suffixes to interpret and 
convey the meaning of words  

• Identify common figures of speech and use them appropriately in oral 
communication 

•  

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level B  - Sadlier – Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 7  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Participating effectively in a discussion requires certain behaviors. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Discussion creates a greater understanding of a variety of topics. 2. Learning is about sharing different views and 
actively listening to those with different views. 
Essential Questions:  1. How can I communicate so others will listen? 2. How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 3. Why share 
written ideas orally? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 7 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Ask and respond to questions in group settings  
• Use oral language to extend learning 
• Reflect on the ideas and opinions of others and respond thoughtfully  
• Ask for clarification and explanation of unfamiliar words and ideas  
Summarize information conveyed through discussion 

Group, partner and class discussion 
Notebooks 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
Old Yeller – Fred Gibson 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
The Upstairs Room – Johanna Reiss 
Hatchet – Gary Paulson 
The Miracle Worker – William Paulsen 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town – Kimberly Willis Holt 
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor 
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Additional Resources 
Cam Jansen series – David A. Adler 
Magic Tree House series – Mary Pope Osborne 
The Boxcar Children series – Gertrude Chandler Warner 
Marvin Redpost series – Louis Sachar 
My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
On the Far Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
Waiting for Normal – Leslie Connor 
Everett Anderson’s Friend – Lucille Clifton 
Class Clown – Johanna Hurwitz 
Encyclopedia Brown Takes the Cake! – Donald J. Sobol 
On My Honor – Marion Dane Bauer 
The Big Wave – Pearl S. Buck 
The Family Under the Bridge – Natalie Savage Carlson 
Dear Mr. Henshaw – Beverly Cleary 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
The Twits – Roald Dahl 
One-Eyed Cat – Paula Fox 
King of the Wind – Marguerite Henry 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler – E.L. 
Konigsburg 
Homer Price – Robert McCloskey 
The Cricket in Times Square – George Seldon 
Help! I’m Trapped in My Gym Teacher’s Body – Todd Strasser 
Song of the Trees – Mildred D. Taylor 
Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White 

Cam Jansen series – David A. Adler 
Magic Tree House series – Mary Pope Osborne 
The Boxcar Children series – Gertrude Chandler Warner 
Marvin Redpost series – Louis Sachar 
My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
On the Far Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
Waiting for Normal – Leslie Connor 
Everett Anderson’s Friend – Lucille Clifton 
Class Clown – Johanna Hurwitz 
Encyclopedia Brown Takes the Cake! – Donald J. Sobol 
On My Honor – Marion Dane Bauer 
The Big Wave – Pearl S. Buck 
The Family Under the Bridge – Natalie Savage Carlson 
Dear Mr. Henshaw – Beverly Cleary 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
The Twits – Roald Dahl 
One-Eyed Cat – Paula Fox 
King of the Wind – Marguerite Henry 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler – E.L. 
Konigsburg 
Homer Price – Robert McCloskey 
The Cricket in Times Square – George Seldon 
Help! I’m Trapped in My Gym Teacher’s Body – Todd Strasser 
Song of the Trees – Mildred D. Taylor 
Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White 
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 7 

 
 

READING LITERATURE – GRADE 7 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 

text. 

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.  

• RL.7.5.. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of 

techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).  

• RL.7.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
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• RL.7.9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 

 

 

READING INFORMATIONAL – GRADE 7 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

• RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals 

influence ideas or events). 

Craft and Structure 

• RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 

the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
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• RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of 

the ideas. 

• RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., 

how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 

• RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 

sufficient to support the claims. 

• RI.7.9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different 

evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range. 

 

WRITING – GRADE 7 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

o Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
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o Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the 

topic or text. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

• W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 

and analysis of relevant content.  

o Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 

when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

o Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-

structured event sequences.  

o Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 

sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

o Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

o Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

o Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 
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Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

• W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

• W.7.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate 

with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 

further research and investigation. 

• W.7.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

• W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 

o Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 
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Range of Writing 

• W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – GRADE 7 

 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 

on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

o Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

o Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the 

discussion back on topic as needed. 

o Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

• SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain 

how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

• SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the 

evidence. 
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Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 

examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

• SL.7.5. Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

• SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 

LANGUAGE – GRADE 7 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 

o Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

o Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 

• L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

o Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 

• L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

o Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* 
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

o Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

o Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 

• L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

o Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 

o Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 

o Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 

• L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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Eighth Grade- Curriculum 

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers use decoding skills and other word recognition strategies to comprehend printed texts. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
doesn’t work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working. 
Essential Questions:  What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...… 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Vocabulary 
• Identify and use the meanings of high frequency Greek and 

Latin derived roots and affixes to determine the meaning of 
unknown words (e.g., bio, derm, anti, graph, tele) 

 
• Read orally from familiar text at an appropriate rate, with 

accuracy and prosody 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level C  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers self-monitor comprehension while reading by generating a purpose for reading. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They do not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working.  2. The 
reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  3. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions:  1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4.  How should I 
read different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use prior knowledge in conjunction with the following strategies to 
determine the meaning of unknown words by 
• Analyzing illustrations to clarify meanings of abstract words and 

concepts 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level C  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It is important to self-monitor comprehension while reading by generating a purpose for reading. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They do not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that isn’t working.  2. The 
reader’s interaction with text changes with time and experience.  3. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions:  1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4.  How should I 
read different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 
By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use “During Reading” strategies by 
• Generating and answering questions  
• Inferring information 
• Seeking the meaning of unknown vocabulary 

 

Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



186 
 

 
 
 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  To enhance understanding of oral and written text you make adjustments in reading. (e.g., rereading to make sense, adjusting rate of 
reading, seeking the meaning of unknown vocabulary)  
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working. 
Essential Questions:  What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and......… 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Skim text to search for connections between and among ideas 
• Periodically paraphrase important ideas or information 
 

Write Traits – Great Source 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Making predictions leads to an overall understanding of printed texts.  
Enduring Understandings: :  1. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using 
does not work.  They not only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working.  2. Good readers 
employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions 1. What do good readers do?  2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ?  4. How should I 
read different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Predict likely outcomes based on clues in a text, knowledge of text 
structure, and knowledge of a variety of genres 

 

Write Traits – Great Source 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By identifying text features and structures you gain an overall understanding of technical and informative texts  
Enduring Understandings:  1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning 
Essential Questions:  1.What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Apply essential information from text features (e.g., title, author, 
cover, pictures, captions, maps, chapter headings, information from 
charts and graphs, illustrations, glossaries, indices) to enhance 
understanding of text 

• Analyze text structures in informative/technical texts (classification, 
process, problem/ solution) to make meaning of text 

• Analyze the unique features of various informative texts (e.g., 
magazines, product information, consumer materials, editorials) to 
enhance understanding of the text 

Various nonfiction texts and newspapers 
Student textbooks for Science and Social Studies 
Vocabulary Workshop level C 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8   
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By organizing the important points of the text via summaries, outlines, and graphic organizers you gain an overall understanding.  

Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.   
2. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions What do good readers do?  What do they do when they do not understand?  How do texts differ?  How should I read different 
types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Create graphic organizers to assist in comprehension of a text. 
• Summarize a text capturing the most important parts of the original 

piece. 

Term Paper Handbook 
Various nonfiction texts  
Elements of Language – Holt 
Ask Coach – Triumph 
Writing Traits 
Writing Projects including but not limited to free write, essays and 
projects related to texts and themes 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  When identifying the story elements (e.g., characters, setting, and plot) and story structures (conflict, resolution, cause/effect) and 
identifying the point of view overall understanding of literary text is obtained. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  2. A good story has a pattern or plan. 

Essential Questions 1.What do good readers do? 2. What do they do when they do not understand?  3. How do texts differ? 4. How should I read 
different types of texts? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Describe the roles (e.g., protagonist/hero, antagonist/villain) 
characters play in a literary text 

• Describe the changes in setting (foreshadowing) 
• Identify various types of conflict (man vs. self) 
• Identify significant details related to the plot to analyze the pattern of 

organization (problem/solution) 
• Distinguish between main plot and multiple subplots 
• Identify point of view (third person limited, third person objective, 

omniscient) 
• Analyze how point of view affects a literary text (e.g., how a story 

would be different if told from a different point of view) 
• Analyze  how point of view impacts the reader 

Write Traits – Great Source 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Recognizing and interpreting figurative language and literary devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, allusion) and differentiating between 
literal and non-literal meanings leads to a deeper understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings:  Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1.What lies beneath the surface of this text?  (In fiction:  symbol and theme; in nonfiction texts:  assumptions, biases, 
preconceptions)  2. How much does this matter? 3.  How can I uncover it? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Identify and interpret figurative language and literary devices (e.g., 
alliteration, repetition, rhythm, dialogue, rhyme, idioms, simile, 
metaphor, personification, exaggeration or hyperbole, humor, double 
meanings, puns, symbols, imagery, mood, allusion, puns, and irony) 

• Analyze how figurative language and literary devices extend 
meaning 

Write Traits – Great Source 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We retell a story or restate an informative text through speaking and/or writing to gain further understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great texts provide rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Different genres (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, 
expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader understand its meaning.  3. A good story has a 
pattern or plan.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text 
Essential Questions:  What does a reader gain by retelling a story? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Summarize a literary text, identifying the problem/solution 
• Restate in order the steps of a task in an informative/technical text 
• Analyze how an author’s use of common non-literal expressions 

(idioms and puns) in a text affects readers 
• Evaluate the impact of specific figurative and non-literal (idiomatic) 

expressions on the meaning of a text 
• Evaluate an author’s decision to use specific figurative and non-

literal (idiomatic) expressions in a text 

Write Traits – Great Source 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  By identifying the author’s purpose you gain an overall understanding of printed text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
 2. Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1. What lies beneath the surface of this text?  (In fiction:  symbol and theme; in nonfiction texts:  assumptions, biases, 
preconceptions)  2. How much does this matter?  3. How can I uncover it? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Analyze the author’s overall purpose(s) for writing (e.g., persuade, 
entertain, inform, describe, explain how) a text 

• Identify the intended messages of news sources 
Create meaning from a variety of media 

Write Traits – Great Source 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels ,short stories and poetry read which include but is not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: By comparing information between and within texts you gain an overall understanding of printed text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find the meaning.  2. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding 
a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions:  1.What’s new and what’s old here? 2. Have we run across this idea before?   
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and...... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Compare subtle but relevant similarities and/or differences in ideas, 
viewpoints, or characters within a single text  

• Compare subtle but relevant similarities and/or differences in ideas, 
viewpoints, purposes, plots, settings, or characters presented in two 
or more texts 

• Analyze subtle changes in characters (e.g., change in attitude, 
situation) 

NJ ASK Coach – Triumph Learning 
Nonfiction Text and Newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  It is important to discriminate between fact and opinion. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning.  2. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 
Essential Questions:  Under what conditions is an interpretation of text valid? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Identify implied opinions in a text  
Question information in a text to determine if it is factual 

English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Nonfiction Texts and Newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: By making inferences of literary text about content, events, characters, setting, and author’s purpose you gain an overall understanding 
of informative and technical printed text as well. 
Enduring Understandings: Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning. 
Essential Questions From whose viewpoint are we reading?  What is the author’s angle or perspective?  What should we do when texts or authors 
disagree? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Informative/Technical Text 
• Make critical or analytical judgments about what they read 
Literary Text 
• Make connections between conclusions they draw and other beliefs 

or knowledge 
• Make critical or analytical judgments about what they read 
•  

Nonfiction Texts, Newspapers, Social Studies and Science Texts 
NJ ASK Coach 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Accepting or rejecting the validity of the information and giving supporting evidence, recognizing a variety of persuasive and 
propaganda techniques and how they are used in a variety of forms (advertising, campaigns, news formats, etc.), and by identifying the underlying 
purposes of media messages (e.g., profit vs. nonprofit, humanitarianism, support of artistry) leads to further understanding of text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find that meaning.  2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining conversation with and questioning of the author.  You must consider and 
respond—very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or disliking.  3. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, 
but the text supports some interpretations more than others. 
Essential Questions: How do we know when a text is valid or true? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use criteria to evaluate the validity and reliability of primary and 
secondary source information  

• Use criteria to evaluate author’s credibility in order to determine 
validity and reliability of a source 

• Use criteria to evaluate author’s perspective in order to determine 
validity and reliability of a source 

 
Use criteria to evaluate the author’s use of 
• logic 
• bias 
• motives 
in order to determine validity and reliability of a source 
 
• Identify and describe propaganda techniques (e.g., name calling and 

red herring) 
• Identify persuasive techniques (e.g., appeal to authority) 

Term Paper Handbook 
Research projects and papers 
Nonfiction sources including but not limited to: Science and Social 
Studies Texts, newspapers and extension texts on themes and novels. 
Persuasive essay writing 
Media sources including but not limited to: YouTube, Teacher Tube, 
United Streaming. 
Character commercials 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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•  Evaluate ambiguous information in complex texts 
• Identify underlying purposes (e.g., profit vs. nonprofit, 

humanitarianism, support of artistry)of media messages  
• Analyze the difference between a stated purpose and an underlying 

purpose in media messages (e.g., TV commercials, radio, Internet, 
video games, advertisements) 

• Evaluate the fairness and trustworthiness of an author’s message 
(author’s bias) 

• Evaluate how propaganda and persuasive techniques and author’s 
choices (e.g., word choices) shape readers’ understandings  

• Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of multiple text(s) sources, format 
and argument  

• Evaluate the completeness, accuracy, and/or clarity of the 
information in a complex text 

• Identify and evaluate information that needs to be checked for 
accuracy (e.g., data, statistics, sources) and evaluate the credibility of 
sources 

• Evaluate the credibility of messages (e.g., thoroughness, depth, 
breadth, balance, use of fact and opinion, inclusion of logical and/or 
emotional arguments) 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We connect to experiences of literary characters by explaining the reasons for a character’s actions. We identify with characters when 
we respond to the sensory, intellectual, and emotional elements within literature. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide 
greater insight into the text and/or the issues raised.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience.  3. The reader’s 
interaction with text changes with time and experience.  4. Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
Essential Questions: How does literature reveal us to ourselves? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Evaluate the effect of the author’s use of imagery and figurative 
language on a reader  

• Synthesize experience and knowledge of the world (text-to-world 
connections) to make, support and apply judgments (that may not be 
dichotomous) about issues in: 
§ Literary text(e.g., character’s actions, morals of narratives or 

poems) 
§ Nonfiction 
 

Student reading notes 
NJ ASK Coach 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
 



200 
 

 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print using critical and divergent thinking, and by 
assimilating prior knowledge to draw conclusions. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide that 
provide greater insight into the text and/or the issues raised.  2. The impact of a text on a reader is influenced by the reader’s experience. 

Essential Questions What is the relationship between reader and writer? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use prior knowledge of a concept along with information in a text to: 
• Evaluate the author’s viewpoint or attitude toward a topic or idea 

when strongly implied 
Evaluate the effect of an author’s use of formatting and design 
techniques (e.g., paragraphing, headings/ subheadings, 
pictures/illustrations, columns, font styles [bold, underline, italics, 
caps], punctuation choices) 

NJ ASK Coach 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Vocabulary Workshop Level C 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print, speech, and mass media by acknowledging the 
possibility of a variety of interpretations of the same text; proposing other interpretations as valid if supported by the text. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Everyone is entitled to an opinion about what a text means, but the text supports some interpretations more than 
others.  2. Good readers may use many strategies that work, and they quickly try another one when the one they are using doesn’t work.  They not 
only know many different strategies, but they never get stuck in persisting with one that is not working. 
Essential Questions: Under what conditions is an interpretation of text valid? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Practice critical thinking by defending the validity of an assigned 
point of view even if it opposes their personal interpretation of the 
reading 

NJ ASK Coach 
English Workshop Activities – Mary Ellen Ledbetter 
Vocabulary Workshop Level C 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  We critically analyze and evaluate information and messages presented through print, speech, and mass media by evaluating the literary 
merit of various texts and media presentations, recognizing literary merit. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed 
Essential Questions: 1.What makes a book or story great?  2. What is the relationship between popularity and greatness in literature?  3. Is a 
“good read” always a great book? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Read a variety of texts and evaluate them using these criteria to 
determine their literary merit: 
• has an unpredictable plot 
• has a variety of episodes/action 
has an expressive vocabulary 

NJ ASK Coach 
6+1 Traits Writing Rubric 
NJ Registered Holistic Scoring Rubric 
Write Traits Student Trade book 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers connect to experiences of literary characters by relating to the feelings of characters of varying ages, genders, nationalities, 
races, cultures, religions, and disabilities. 
Enduring Understandings:  1.What is the relationship between reader and writer? 
Essential Questions:  1. Different readers may respond to the same text in different ways.  The better responses are those that provide greater 
insight into the text and/or the issues raised. 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read and analyze stories from different cultures and eras to broaden 
cultural awareness 

• Compare works of literature from the same historical period written 
by authors from different (cultural, generational and gender) 
perspectives 

NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London With extension exercises related to 
the time period. 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers understand the differences among genres leads to greater understanding of text. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  
Understanding a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning. 
Essential Questions How do different genres affect the author’s message or meaning? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use knowledge of distinctive characteristics of various genres including 
but not limited to 
• fiction (e.g., short story, poetry, mystery, tall tale, novels, myth, 

fantasy, science fiction, historic fiction, and realistic fiction) 
• literary nonfiction (e.g., letter, biography, speeches) 

• drama (e.g., classic and/or contemporary multi-act plays) to 
analyze the meaning of the text 

Independent reading selections 
Nonfiction Texts  
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers interpret the impact of the author’s decisions such as word choice, style, content, and literary elements. Readers understand the 
author’s intent in choosing a particular genre. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Sometimes authors make their meaning plain; often however, a reader must dig beneath the “surface” of the text to 
find the meaning.  2. Different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, expository, persuasive) have different structures.  Understanding 
a text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning 
Essential Questions:  1. What is the author saying? 2. How do I know?  3. What is the gist?  4. What is the main idea?  5. How do I read between 
the lines? 6. How do I know I am getting the point and not merely imposing my views and experience? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Analyze the effect of author’s choices (word and content) on the 
reader 

• Analyze how the author’s writing style influences the reader 
• Analyze how an author creates mood by choosing words with 

specific connotations 
• Compare styles among texts to determine effects of author’s choices 
• Compare characteristics and elements of various literary forms 

including short stories, poetry, essays, plays, speeches and novels 
• Analyze the most likely reason an author uses a particular genre in a 

given situation 

Various nonfiction texts 
Novel Study Guides 
Elements of Language – Holt 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Write Traits Student Trait Book 
Nonfiction Texts and Newspapers 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London With extension exercises related to 
the time period. 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Literary texts and media representing the diversity of American cultural heritage inclusive of ages, genders, nationalities, races, 
religions, and disabilities and literary text and media representative of various nations and cultures give us a deeper understanding of others. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed. 
Essential Questions:  1. How do texts about other ages, genders, nationalities, races, religions, and disabilities tell experiences similar to mine? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read and evaluate complex stories from different cultures and eras to 
broaden cultural awareness 

• Begin to empathize with experiences and feelings of fictional 
characters based on age, gender, nationalities, races, cultures, and/or 
disabilities 

•  

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level C  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London With extension exercises related to 
the time period. 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
With extension exercises related to the time period. 
 



207 
 

 
Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Readers use literature as a resource for shaping decisions. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face.  It 
presents complex stories in which the inner and outer lives of human beings are revealed.  2. Reading for meaning often requires imagining 
conversation with and questioning of the author.  One must consider and respond—very different from passively accepting or instantly liking or 
disliking. 
Essential Questions:  How does literature help us shape decisions? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction 

By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Read stories and relate characters’ experiences to shape own 
decisions by asking questions: 
§ I felt like that character when I…. 
§ If that happened to me, I would…. 
§ I can relate to that character because one time…. 

Student notebooks, discussions, study guides 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Research requires identifying and locating a variety of sources including printed materials, personal interviews, oral reporting, forums, 
and technological forms of information. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Good research comes from a variety of sources.  2. Students employ strategies to help them research information.  
3. Students critically select information from a variety of sources. 
Essential Questions:  1. Why conduct research?  2. Why use technology for research? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Determine valid resources for researching a topic, including primary 
and secondary resources 

• Evaluate the importance and quality of sources 
• Select essential sources (e.g., dictionaries, encyclopedias, interviews, 

observations, electronic media, computer databases) appropriate to 
topic  

 

Elements of Language  - Holt 
Research Projects 
Nonfiction Texts 
Media Sources 
Term paper Handbook 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Writers develop and use procedures to gather information and ideas for research completion. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers employ strategies to help them research information.  2. Good researchers start with a clear 
purpose, topic, and audience when doing research. 
Essential Questions: 1. In what ways do researchers gather information? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Formulate a research question or thesis statement 
• Read, view, listen or interact with information and decide what is 

valuable for research 
• Relay facts from research 
Summarize ways in which the research process and product can be 
improved 

Elements of Language  - Holt 
Research Projects 
Nonfiction Texts 
Media Sources 
Term paper Handbook 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers extract information to achieve a specific and relevant  purpose. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good researchers start with a clear purpose, topic, and audience when doing research.  2. Good researchers extract 
information from sources and draw logical conclusions. 
Essential Questions: 1. Why conduct research?  2. What is the purpose for research? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use various technologies (e.g., appropriate word processing 
functions, photocopier, audiovisual equipment, scanner) to extract 
needed information 

• Determine the most appropriate form of technology for the task of 
extracting needed information 

• Decide what information is valuable for a particular situation 
 

Student notebooks 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Presenters use technology to synthesize information into a meaningful format to express ideas and experiences, and to create text, 
drawings, graphs, diagrams, photographs, videos and graphics, and other media presentations. 
Enduring Understandings: :  1. Good research is shared in effective ways with intended audiences and for specific purposes. 

Essential Questions:  1. How can the use of technology enhance research?  2. Why use technology for research? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use technology to synthesize information by 
• using a meaningful format (text, drawings, graphs, diagrams, and 

graphics) to express ideas 
• producing a video production 
 
Use various forms of technology  
• digital cameras 
• scanners 
• multimedia 
To formulate writing and/or communicate knowledge of products 

Term Paper Handbook 
Elements of Language  - Holt 
Power Point, YouTube, Teacher Tube, United Streaming 
NJ Clicks Library database 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers present information which is sufficient in quantity and depth to achieve a specific purpose, avoiding plagiarism. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers present information without plagiarizing.  2. Good research is shared in effective ways with 
intended audiences for specific purposes. 
Essential Questions:  1. Why do good researchers avoid plagiarizing? 2. How do good researchers properly cite sources. 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

§ Utilizes an organizational plan for combining paragraphs to 
address a designated purpose and topic 

§ Incorporates information from multiple sources  
Summarizes and/or paraphrases information from sources 

Term Paper Handbook 
Elements of Language  - Holt 
Power Point, YouTube, Teacher Tube, United Streaming 
NJ Clicks Library database 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers establish criteria by which sources and information can be analyzed for accuracy, bias, stereotypes, and validity. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers check information for accuracy and validity.  2. Good researchers have criteria to determine 
sources that are authoritative 
Essential Questions1. How does a researcher know information is accurate?  2. Why check for validity and accuracy?  3.  What is an authoritative 
source? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Differentiate between primary and secondary sources  
• Independently select sources which are authoritative from teacher 

selected data bases (e.g., UD Library Search)  
• Independently analyze source and information for accuracy, bias, 

stereotypes, and validity 
• Formulate conclusions based upon information relevant to a specific 

purpose  
• Demonstrate how information retrieved does or does not address 

original problem 
Use technology to facilitate evaluation 

Term Paper Handbook 
Elements of Language  - Holt 
Power Point, YouTube, Teacher Tube, United Streaming 
NJ Clicks Library database 
NJ ASK Coach 
Nonfiction texts and sources 
Research Projects 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Researchers interpret information as appropriate to a specific purpose. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Good researchers start with a clear purpose, topic, and audience when doing research. 

Essential Questions1. How does a researcher know information is accurate?  2. What is the purpose of  research? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use retrieved information to accomplish a specific purpose 
• Prioritize sources  based on relevance 
• Reevaluate their positions on a topic and their research strategy 
• Consider whether they have uncovered any worthwhile information 

that might take their research in a different direction 
• Consider whether they have uncovered any worthwhile information 

that has caused them to see their topic from a new perspective 
• Consider whether research needs to be redirected in any way based 

on material uncovered 

Term Paper Handbook 
Elements of Language  - Holt 
Power Point, YouTube, Teacher Tube, United Streaming 
NJ Clicks Library database 
NJ ASK Coach 
Nonfiction texts and sources 
Research Projects 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Researchers draw conclusions based upon information relevant to a specific purpose and formulate logical conclusions based upon 
information relevant to a specific purpose. 
Enduring Understandings:  1. Good researchers extract information from sources and draw logical conclusions. 
Essential Questions:  1. What is a logical conclusion? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

Use prior knowledge of a concept along with information in a text to 
• Evaluate the author’s viewpoint or attitude toward a topic or idea 

when strongly implied 
Evaluate the effect of an author’s use of basic formatting and design 
techniques (e.g., paragraphing, headings/subheadings, pictures/ 
illustrations, columns, font styles [bold, underline, italics, caps], 
punctuation choices) 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level C  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Nonfiction Sources 
Term Paper Handbook 
Research Projects 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Presenters orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

Enduring Understandings:  1. Audience and purpose (e.g., inform, persuade, entertain) influence communication. 2. Oral discourse helps to 
shape our lives and build connections to others. Mastery of oral discourse can open up opportunities to individuals. 3. A speaker’s word choice and 
style are characteristics of voice which help to personalize the message. 
Essential Questions  1. Why share written ideas orally?  2. Why am I speaking?  For whom?  What am I trying to achieve through my speech?  
Who is my audience? 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Use visual techniques (e.g., role playing, graphics, art, dance) 
appropriately 

• Share brief impromptu remarks about topics of interest to oneself and 
others  

• Speaking from notes or an outline, relate an experience in descriptive 
detail, with a sense of timing and etiquette appropriate to the 
occasion  

• Perform expressive oral readings of prose, poetry, and drama  
• Prepare and conduct interviews  
• Present a coherent, comprehensive report on differing viewpoints on 

an issue, evaluating the content of the material presented, and 
organizing the presentation in a manner appropriate to the audience  

Differentiate between formal and informal contexts and employ an 
appropriate style of speaking, adjusting language, gestures, rate, and 
volume according to audience and purpose 

Write Traits Student Trait book 
English Workshop Activities 
6+1 Traits and Rubrics 
Research Projects and Presentations 
Group and Collaborative Work 
Student Written Children’s Books 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea: Audiences use various tools to gain full meaning of an oral presentation. 

Enduring Understandings: 1. Speakers do not always say what they mean.  Indirect forms of expression (e.g., eye contact, hand gestures, facial 
expressions) require the audience to read between the lines to find the intended meaning.   
Essential Questions:  1. What makes a good speech? 2. How is oral language different from spoken language? 3. What is the relationship between 
speaker and listener? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Follow complex directions 
• Summarize and explain information conveyed in an oral 

communication accounting for key ideas, structure, and relationship 
of parts to the whole 

• Identify the intended messages of news programs 
• Distinguish among purposes for listening (e.g., gaining information, 

being entertained) and take notes as appropriate 
• Recall significant details and sequence accurately 
• Follow a speaker’s argument and represent it in notes 
• Evaluate the reliability of information in oral communication using 

criteria based on 
§ The topic 
§ The context 
§ Analysis of logic, evidence, propaganda devices (e.g., bandwagon, 

double speak, name-calling) 

Group, partner and class discussion 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Development of vocabulary and the ability to use words, phrases, idioms, and various grammatical structures is a means of improving 
communication. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. A speaker’s word choice and style are characteristic of voice which helps to personalize the message. 
Essential Questions:  1. How do authors use the resources of language to impact an audience? 2. Why is a comprehensive vocabulary important 
to effective reading, writing, listening, and speaking? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8 students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Identify common figures of speech (e.g., similes, metaphors, 
personification) and describe how writers use them to achieve 
specific effects 
 

Vocabulary Workshop  - Level C  - Sadlier-Oxford 
Greek and Latin Roots – The Learning Works 
NJ ASK 8: Coach – Triumph 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy Grade Level: 8  
21st Century Theme:  All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function 
successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 
Big Idea:  Participating effectively in a discussion requires certain behaviors. 
Enduring Understandings: 1. Discussion creates a greater understanding of a variety of topics. 2. Learning is about sharing different views and 
actively listening to those with different views. 
Essential Questions:  1. How can I communicate so others will listen? 2. How do speakers express their thoughts and feelings? 3. Why share 
written ideas orally? 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on a regular basis using summative and formative assessments to help guide instruction. 

By the end of Grade 8  students know and are able to do everything 
required in previous grades and... 

Suggested Language Arts Literacy Materials 

• Listen attentively, demonstrating respect for the opinion of others 
• Respond responsibly and courteously to other’s remarks 
• Explain opinions by citing evidence and referring to sources 
• Evaluate the stated ideas and opinions of others, seeking clarification 

through questions 
• Invite ideas and opinions of others into the discussion 
• Accept and use helpful criticism 
• Summarize the main points of a discussion orally, and in writing, 

specifying areas of agreement and disagreement 
Participate in discussion without dominating 

Group, partner and class discussion 
Notebooks 
Novels and short stories read which include but are not limited to: 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
The Diary of Anne Frank – Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
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Additional Resources 
Cam Jansen series – David A. Adler 
Magic Tree House series – Mary Pope Osborne 
The Boxcar Children series – Gertrude Chandler Warner 
Marvin Redpost series – Louis Sachar 
My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
On the Far Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
Waiting for Normal – Leslie Connor 
Everett Anderson’s Friend – Lucille Clifton 
Class Clown – Johanna Hurwitz 
Encyclopedia Brown Takes the Cake! – Donald J. Sobol 
On My Honor – Marion Dane Bauer 
The Big Wave – Pearl S. Buck 
The Family Under the Bridge – Natalie Savage Carlson 
Dear Mr. Henshaw – Beverly Cleary 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
The Twits – Roald Dahl 
One-Eyed Cat – Paula Fox 
King of the Wind – Marguerite Henry 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler – E.L. 
Konigsburg 
Homer Price – Robert McCloskey 
The Cricket in Times Square – George Seldon 
Help! I’m Trapped in My Gym Teacher’s Body – Todd Strasser 
Song of the Trees – Mildred D. Taylor 
Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White 

Cam Jansen series – David A. Adler 
Magic Tree House series – Mary Pope Osborne 
The Boxcar Children series – Gertrude Chandler Warner 
Marvin Redpost series – Louis Sachar 
My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
On the Far Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead George 
Waiting for Normal – Leslie Connor 
Everett Anderson’s Friend – Lucille Clifton 
Class Clown – Johanna Hurwitz 
Encyclopedia Brown Takes the Cake! – Donald J. Sobol 
On My Honor – Marion Dane Bauer 
The Big Wave – Pearl S. Buck 
The Family Under the Bridge – Natalie Savage Carlson 
Dear Mr. Henshaw – Beverly Cleary 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
The Twits – Roald Dahl 
One-Eyed Cat – Paula Fox 
King of the Wind – Marguerite Henry 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler – E.L. 
Konigsburg 
Homer Price – Robert McCloskey 
The Cricket in Times Square – George Seldon 
Help! I’m Trapped in My Gym Teacher’s Body – Todd Strasser 
Song of the Trees – Mildred D. Taylor 
Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White 
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Common Core State Standards – Grade 8 

 

READING LITERATURE – GRADE 8 
 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the 

characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a 

decision. 

Craft and Structure 

• RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

• RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and 

style. 

• RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) 

create such effects as suspense or humor. 
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RL.8.7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the 

choices made by the director or actors. 

• RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

• RL.8.9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious 

works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RL.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

 

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT – GRADE 8 

Key Ideas and Details 

• RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

• RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, 

or categories). 
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Craft and Structure 

• RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 

the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

• RI.8.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key 

concept. 

• RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or 

viewpoints.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular 

topic or idea. 

• RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 

sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

• RI.8.9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters 

of fact or interpretation. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• RI.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 



224 
 

 

WRITING – GRADE 8 

Text Types and Purposes 

• W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

o Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 

evidence logically. 

o Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of 

the topic or text. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

• W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 

analysis of relevant content.  

o Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 

event sequences.  
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o Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 

event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

o Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and 

show the relationships among experiences and events. 

o Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events. 

o Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

• W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

• W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas 

efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating 

additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

• W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
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• W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered 

new”). 

o Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

Range of Writing 

• W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two. 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – GRADE 8 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 

on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

o Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles 

as needed. 

o Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, 

observations, and ideas. 
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o Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence 

presented. 

• SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 

(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

• SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the 

evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 

well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

• SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

• SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 

LANGUAGE – GRADE 8 

Conventions of Standard English 

• L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular sentences. 

o Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 

o Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood.  

o Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.* 

• L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
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o Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

o Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 

o Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 

• L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

o Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the 

actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 

o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

o Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

o Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 

• L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

o Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 

o Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. 
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o Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, 

persistent, resolute). 

• L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
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Additional Resources 

 
• Angling For Words- Study Book, (1999) Academic Therapy Publications 
 
• Better Sentence Structure through Diagramming, (1995. Instructional Fair, Inc. 
 
• Constructing Responses to Open-Ended Questions, (2002. by Sheila C. Crowell & 

Ellen D. Kolba, Triumph Learning. 
 

• Daily Language Workout, (2000) Write Source Education Group, Houghton Mifflin Company. 
 

• Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing, (2001. by Vicki Spandel, Great Source Education Group, Houghton Mifflin Company 
 
• Greek & Latin Roots – Teaching Vocabulary to Improve Reading Comprehension, (2004., Creative Teaching Press, Inc. 
 
• JOURNEYS, (2011., Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
 
• Month-by-Month Trait-Based Writing Instruction, (2009), Scholastic 
 
• Prefixes and Suffixes – Teaching Vocabulary to Improve Reading Comprehension, (2007), Creative Teaching Press. 
 
• Recipe for Reading, (2005., by Frances Bloom & Nina Traub, Educators Publishing Service. 
 
• Words Their Way, (2006), Pearson Education, Inc. by Maria P. Walther & Katherine A. Phillips, Scholastic. 
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WEBSITES 
 

• www.starfall.com  

• www.internet4classrooms.com 

• www.a-zreader.com 

• www.busyteachercafe.com 

• www.activityvillage.com 

• www.smartexchange.com 

• www.morningstar.com 

• www.eduplace.com 

• www.kidszone.com 

• www.edmoto.com 

• www.kidzone.com 

• www.readingatoz.com 

• www.writingfix.com 

• www.readwritethink.com 

• www.school.discovery.com  

• www.scholastic.com/MagicSchoolBus  

• www.loiswalker.com  

• www.eric-carle.com/ 

• www.janbrett.com/  

• www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm 

• www.spellingcity.com 

• www.knowledgeadventure.com  

 

http://www.starfall.com
http://www.internet4classrooms.com
http://www.a-zreader.com
http://www.busyteachercafe.com
http://www.activityvillage.com
http://www.smartexchange.com
http://www.morningstar.com
http://www.eduplace.com
http://www.kidszone.com
http://www.edmoto.com
http://www.kidzone.com
http://www.readingatoz.com
http://www.writingfix.com
http://www.readwritethink.com
http://www.school.discovery.com
http://www.scholastic.com/MagicSchoolBus
http://www.loiswalker.com
http://www.eric-carle.com/
http://www.janbrett.com/
http://www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm
http://www.spellingcity.com
http://www.knowledgeadventure.com
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• www.theideabox.com  

http://www.theideabox.com
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High Frequency Words 

 
By the end of the designated grade, students will be able read and spell high frequency words across the curriculum. 
 
 
Kindergarten a and be for I is 

of the to was with   
       
First Grade all and any are as be 

been come do does done for has 
he her his how is love me 
my of off once one or pull 

push put said put said say says 
she so the one two three four 
five six seven eight nine ten zero 

black blue green gray orange purple red 
white yellow      

       
Second Grade about again also among boy call 

day every eye first from full girl 
give goes gone great have here how 
it’s its knew know live look love 

many may most much new often oh 
only other our out own part see 
some such take than they to too 
two very want was watch way we 
were what where which who whose why 
you       
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Third Grade above against almost already altogether always 

another answer anyone around because bought brother 
brought buy by bye caught could don’t 

door each enough even father friend ghost 
knock listen love mother odd oil page 
parent people rough shall shoe should show 
sister sound sure talk their there they’re 

thorough though thought through today tough toward 
walk we’re were weren’t whom world would 

you’re       
       
Fourth Grade absence across arctic bear beauty biscuit 

blood board bouquet breakfast bruise bury bush 
butcher calendar calf canoe carrots cereal chalk 

chocolate clothes company copy cordial cousin danger 
debt egg exhaust eye false familiar February 
floor folk foreign fruit grammar guard guess 
guest guide heart height honest honor iron 
island issue knife know leisure length library 

machine marry meant minute mirror mitt uncle 
obey ocean onion opinion parent pear piano 
post pretty promise recipe restaurant rhyme rhythm 
roll route salad sandwich scissors sew sign 

skiing soft soldier stomach study swore tear 
tissue tomorrow vacuum view wear whole whom 
width woman women worn    
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Fifth Grade absence actual amateur analyze appreciate athletic 

awkward belief benefit certain college colonel committee 
competition complete criticism decision disastrous discipline disease 

eligible eliminate embarrassed etcetera excellent exercise explanation 
Fahrenheit familiar foreign government grateful interest judgment 
knowledge laboratory lieutenant marriage mathematics medicine mosquito 
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